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Abstract

Changes in Migration Policies and Their

Socioeconomic Impacts in Foreign Countries

Most economies of advanced countries depend on migration
labor more or less. Their labor market cannot supply enough
labor forces because of limited resources as well as at an
appropriate wage in a certain sector in the economy. International
labor migration is a natural outcome of market principle based on
the trade theory.

This study investigates the trend of international migration and
characteristics of the migration flows. We try to compare
migration policies of advanced countries and their impact on
economy and society.

We could classify advanced countries into four categories by
their differences in migration policies and social and political
environments. Some countries were established by immigrants and
their current policies also are favorable to migration. Most
countries in Europe were helped by migration labors for their
economic growth but they are conscious and cautious about the

continuing inflow of uncontrolled migrants. Newly advanced
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countries in Fast Asia have relatively short migration history and
they are very cautious on the permanent international migration.

The general trend of international migration has been steadily
growing in the long run but it is affected international economic
situation in the short run. The economic crisis occurred in 2008
influenced negatively on international migration to most advanced
countries. Korea has been experiencing the same situation. Our
study found that labor migration affects economy and is affected
by economic condition but not in the case of humanitarian
migration and other forms of migration like family reunion.

A main concern about substitutabilty of migrating workers with
domestic workers turned out to be not valid in various empirical
studies. In most cases migrating workers are employed in the
industrial sectors where labor supply is not sufficient by domestic
workers. Migrating labors may influence in lowering reservation

wage.

All the advanced countries keep dual policies in accepting
migrants by their skills. A highly skilled migrants is welcomed
with various incentives and subsidies. On the other hand the
migration of unskilled labors is controlled in many ways and
they are encouraged to return to their home countries after the
contract period expires. As a potential professional in the near
future international students in host countries are encouraged to

stay after graduation and have jobs in host countries.



International migration accompanies social cost to host countries
too. Social integration becomes an important task in host counties
and various social policies are developed and implemented. Korea
is not exceptional in the development process of international

migration.
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