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AAE AR 7o =ellS AAgE MAEZA7]7+(World Health Organization)<]
2l TA 712 <K Framework Convention on Tobacco Control: FCTC)o] 20054 2
2 RS 1 oF 20119 68 T 17471500] o] ekl Asle. WA
itk 57belA] FCTCY 28 2 AAS AR A4 FrE oA, At
T S w] 943 GddE SlA AS JEskaL glow, FCTC z3e] =
W3l F2S Y3 =8-S 7]8o]a JthBrower, 2006; Fong et al.,, 2006). dFA]wk
o] & wdw Bsi Al ulin e W3] TS fAsk Jda(2d
D), AARA7FE Hixg B3l 20309704 WAAA o2 g wultAlgd 2
AES TR e A% TR A% Ao 109 Weol ApdEpl B Zole 4
asla e(World Health Organization, 2008).
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Z}5: WHO. The Tobacco Atlas.(Available at http:/www.who.int/tobacco/en/atlas8.pdf), Guindon
GE, Boisclair D(2003). Past, current and future trends in tobacco use.(Available at
http://www1.worldbank.org/tobacco/pdf/Guindon-Past,%20current-%20whole.pdf), ERC
(2007). World Cigarette 1: The 2007 Report. ERC Statistics Intl Plc.

1) AARAZT SR 7123k o)A, http://www.who.int/fctc/en/
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7 2. OECD HEEME S7]-H2EME Ha0| T3 717, 2000 B2 K £3 X2

Mexico 13.?
Chile 1438
Turkey 16.5 |
Greece 33.1
Ttaly : 139.0
Slovak Republic 417
Portugal 46.2
Czech Republic (¥) ; ; 489
Hungary 50.9
Poland : : 511
Spain 513
Ireland 537
Slovenia : ; 56.1
France 7.5
Austria 57.8
Japan | 60.0
Estonia 62.0
Australia : : @ 620
New Zealand (*) 63.0
Switzerland 63.0
Belgium : ; - 634
United States 63.5
Germany 64.6
Canada ; ; 669
United Kingdom 69.5
Luxembourg (*) 71.13
Finland 737
Denmark 76.0
Netherlands 77.0
Norway 778
Sweden 79.5
Iceland %7
South Korea 959

Z}&: OECD, ICT database and Eurostat, Community Survey on ICT usage in households and
by individuals, July 2010.
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Tobacco in Internet Blog
: A Call for Urgent Action under the FCTC

Lee, Sungkyu

(University of California, San Francisco)

Despite the efforts across the world by the WHO’s Framework Convention on
Tobacco Control (FCTC) to curb tobacco use, public health risks posed by
tobacco have still existed. An important factor in the upward trend in tobacco
epidemic has been the aggressive and widespread marketing, advertising, and
promotional practices of the tobacco companies. Tobacco industry naturally sought
new venue for the marketing activities, and internet has been selected as an
alternative marketing venue. However, despite a growing awareness of the
availability of tobacco products on the internet, particularly on blogs, the extent
to which tobacco firms actually attempt to market their products on internet blogs
is unknown. Thus, this research examines Korea’s blogs to find out whether the
tobacco industry involves in tobacco marketing, and what kinds of information
related tobacco there are on blogs. To find blogs related tobacco marketing, the
research selected keywords searching terms, including ‘cigarette review’, ‘cigarette
recommendation’, and ‘cigarette marketing’, and obtained and analysed total of
308 blogs. There was no clear evidence of tobacco companies’ involvement on
tobacco-related blogs. Cigarette review blogs played roles as similar as tobacco
marketing by showing tobacco products’ fancy image and detailed information,
such as products’ taste, flavour, and design. Entertainers’ and movie stars’
smoking images were shown commonly in blogs, and their smoking behaviour
was well accepted and glorified. Blogs are used to advertise imported cigarette
sale websites, and duty-free cigarettes are sold to other countries through internet
blogs. All the blogs analysed for this research not only does not show any
warning massages related smoking and tobacco products, but also does not
employ ‘age verification warning system’ to protect youths from tobacco-related
blogs. Based on Article 13.4 of the FCTC, tobacco related blogs as a tobacco
marketing venue should be carefully monitored and controlled.

Keywords: Tobacco, Tobacco Industry, Blog Marketing, Tobacco Marketing, Framework
Convention on Tobacco Control
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