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Interview Questions

Introduction

. How long have you lived in the
U.S.? How many children? How
old are you? Tell me about your
living arrangement.

. Tell me about the circumstances
of coming to the U.S..

. Tell me about the experiences of

living in the U.S..

Generativity

Being needed

. When do you feel you are needed?
By whom? In what ways? Who
comes to you for an advice?

.Do you feel you are teaching,
producing, or creating something
for the younger generation? When?
Tell me an experience. Any
volunteer work? Church work?

. How’s your relationship with your

children and grandchildren? How

is the family important for you?
What's your hope for your
children and grandchildren?

. Is there any experience you would

like to do or contribute that you

feel is blocked?

Symbolic immortality

. If you write you own version of

family precept(tradition), what it
would be? Why is it important

for you?

. One of our proverb says that a

tiger leaves his/her skin and a
human being leaves his/her name.
What things/ sayings/legacies do
you want leave for your children

and grandchildren?

. How do you want to be remem-

bered?

. How do you want your children

to continue your commitment/

traditions?
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{Summary)

Emerging Patterns of Generativity among
Korean Immigrant Elderly

Kyung-Seuk Oh

This study attempts to investigate
Korean immigrant elderly’s expressions
on generativity. Twenty Korean immi-
grant elderly (60+ years old) were
interviewed. Four different groups
emerged from the study: Marginal
Managing

people, Surviving people,

people, and Integrated people. Each of

the four groups shows its distinctive
characteristics differentiating itself from
the other groups.

Marginal people struggle with the
gap between the cultural expectation
and their available resources. Their
miserable life situation does not give
any emotional resources for generativity.
Marginal people do not show any
" strong desire for the need to be needed
and legacy leaving.

Surviving people have a concern for
the next generation. However, espécially

surviving elderly men have guilty

feeling because of their failure of
carrying out the family tradition. They
show their generativity especially in
terms of parental generativity. However,
when it comes to symbolic immortality
their generativity seems to be quite
weak.

Managing people’s need to be needed
seems to cross over.the family bound-
ary. Their generativity might be called
productive or. technical generativity. The
fact that managing people definitely want
to be remembered in some manner
seems to back up the argument that
they have a strong symbolic immortality.

Integrated people have very strong
family relationship and have some kind
of core group. Even though their
resources might be limited, they know
how to beat the system. Integrated
people show cultural generativity and
symbolic

the strong desire for
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immortality. They have strong hope for migrant elderly are not an homogeneous
their future and their descendants. people. They are different from each

This study confirms that Korean im- other.
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