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Summary

Analysis of Induced Abortion Behavior
Based on The Sex Composition of Children

Sam-Sik Lee

In 1997, the number of induced abortions was 230 thousand, of
which about 80 per cent were illegally performed. When the induced
abortions of adolescents are taken into consideration, its number
becomes much greater. Induced abortion not only induces social cost
but also deteriorates the reproductive health of women and thereby
has a negative impact on future generations.

According to this analysis, the rate of acquired infertility was
greater for women who have experienced induced abortions than for
those who have not. Specifically, the lower the order of pregnancy in
which the women aborted, the higher the rates of pregnancy wastage
and acquired infertility. Induced abortions of prenuptial conception are
being repeatedly performed. The major determinants of performing an
induced abortion were the number and sex composition of living
children, but other socio—economic factors appear to have an significant
effect on the performance of induced abortion, also.

In order to reduce the number of induced abortions and thereby
reduce social costs and, at the same time, to improve the
reproductive health of women, first, the number of unwanted
pregnancies should be reduced;, second, the number of induced
abortions performed to solve unwanted pregnancies should be
reduced; and third, prevention of repeated induced abortions should be
reinforced.



