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Table 1. Selected Indicators of Socio-eco-
nomic Conditions : 1960~1990

AR ALS|-GHH X|Ze| B3t 1 1960
~1990
Year Per capita GNP Percentage  Percentage of workers

nUS.dolars  urben In primary ndustry
1960 87* 28 66
1970 243 41 51
1980 1,592 57 34
1990 4,968 74 20

Note : * For 1962.
** For 1989.

Sources : Economic Planning Board, Korean
Economic Indicators, various years;Na-
tional Statistical Office, Population
and Housing Census Report, various
years.



A Igez wsFES FYH 2499 A
a3, 22la AEAYY ds T& A4 4

Ack AEHFEE 1975de] nFtm o] 4ol
35HAE %JHEZ]“P 1990L‘4_oil_ 853 M E
2 ZA<E 2> Fx), 2EAY LS 1955
doll 219" R o] 1990L=10]] 2B5H 2 Al

ok I ZAE e 1960de] BT 6.0 o=

A gA 2480 19864 = 1.6 F+Foz
2HAD. ol A1F-Ad7Ed HEe o4
ALEQ 7hA 7 Astel AT URHIEED Y
tdstE tAgn, 24 By ARe AE
el e FRYAe nytre T

%
QA F end 21tH(Tsuya and Choe,
1991).
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Table 2. Senior high school enrollment

rates . 1975~1990

Mol TIsstnl oAt FEtE

1975~ 1990

Enrollment rates
Year
Male Female

1975 51 35
1980 74 62
1985 83 75
1990 90 85

Source : Ministry of Education(1990), Statisti-
cal Yearbook of Education.
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& ATt A vl dFgor o&
7R dEel ®al, JR=FY sAs 5 gt
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o F7tE 'olude &H &3E FII] 9
& BA FFo] shestE FFU Ade d3
A HAdth olgd He Aoy HAjdol AF
A Wl ThgdtA] 28BS EAZETL o
FoAAEE ot ol &4 Aste A 7}

AFRE Z2AA J AFLAF(FnARE
1960 o] 5.69o] 19914 3.6Hoz, = 7
717tel 14} 744 759 AE7} 24.094
EZ Z718UA 3HY 715 2855 M EAA
1139482 Base g sEe o
& Wr1E dds dehln JoiEAR 9,
1992).
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Table 3. Age at first marriage for female
population and total fertility

rate : 1955~1990
olgel B2 LY 3 POl B
A &AHE 1 1955~1990
Age at first mar- Total fertility
Year
riage, female* rate
1955 20.5 5.6
1960 21.5 6.0
1965 23.8* 5.0
1970 23.3 4.5
1975 23.7 3.3
1980 24.1 2.7
1985 24.7 1.7
1990 25.1 1.6
Note : * Estimated from the census reports

on proportions of single persons by
age.
*% For 1966.

Sources : National Statistical Office, Population
and Housing Census Report, various
years;Coale, Ansley J., Lee-Jay Cho
and Noreen Goldman(1980), Estima-
tion of Recent Trends in Fertility and
Mortality in the Republic of Korea.
Washington, D.C . National Academy
of Sciences;National Statistical Office
(1991), Population Projections for
1990~2021.
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5101 NEAR ez A8 X7t o] FojAHA
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Table 4. Percentage of female population
aged 15 and over currently in
labor force by type of household
- 1960~1990
= g dH=HFEY 154 0laF O
Mo AMES FHES(%) . 1960~

1990
Type of household
Year ; :
Farming Non-farming  Total
1960* 31 17 25
1970 48 28 37
1980 53 34 40
1990 61 43 46

Note : % For 1960, the base is female pop-
ulation over 13,

Source . National Statistical Office, Population
and Housing Census Report, various

years.
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Table 5. Percentages of female population in labor force by age : 1960~1990
Mol HEd dHES HHS(%) 1 1960~1990
Age 1960 1966 1970 1975 1980 1985 1990
15~19 22 33 41 34 27 19 17
20~24 28 37 40 42 46 52 62
25~29 25 31 30 29 30 35 42
30~34 28 34 38 36 41 43 49
35~39 32 43 44 49 55 52 58
40~44 3 48 50 53 60 58 60
45~49 34 46 50 53 64 59 64
50~54 32 41 43 54 58 52 60
55~59 28 32 37 47 50 47 54
60+ 12 12 15 18 18 19 - 25
Sources : National Statistical Office, Population and Housing Census Reports, various years.
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Table 6. Percentage distribution of occupation of female workers by age : 1990

odel 2|58 Y FHE(%)

19380
Professional/ ) Farm Produc- Professional/ ) Farm Produc-
ge ) Sales  Service . ge ) Sales  Service )

Technical related  tion Technical related  tion
15~19 52 10 8 1 29 40~44 6 22 26 18 28
20~24 57 10 8 1 24 45~49 5 20 22 29 23
25~29 37 14 14 6 28 50~54 3 18 18 40 21
30~34 13 22 20 11 33 55~59 3 14 15 50 17
35~39 8 23 22 15 31

Source : National Statistical Office(1992),

Annual Report on the Economically Active Population Survey.
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Table 7. Percent distribution of wife’s opinion on married women’s labor force participa-

tion by selected characteristics

JleRelel EMY F Yo st 2/H(%)

. Condi Any Not - Cordt Any Not
Characteristics N Never oral Time Sre Characteristics N Never toral Time Sure
All women Age 2680 7 3» 57 1 Worked before marriage 13 10 % 5 1
<% 9 3 39 57 0 No a1 5 % 6l 0
25~29 637 3 37 59 1 Yes, family reasons 3 7 3 6l 0
0~ 481 8 3B 97 1 Yes, other reasons
3H~39 372 8 33 K9 1 Wild'sageat . 0
40~44 MW 13 B 0 2 Bt 20 687 10 36 ™ 1
45~49 201 9 28 6 0 o0 1612 H B ]
50~54 20 13 32 5 0 oo over 381 3 61
55+ 180 11 33 56 0
Place of growth Parents ;d(z‘ded husband first 1,3334(; 12 3 :g
Rural L7708 3% 55 1 No 36 )
Urban 916 5 32 63 1 1
Wife's years of education f::t:mgzl coresidence wilh iﬁ g 3 22 !
<6 years 157 15 34 %0 1 Yes 36
6~8 years 58 10 3% 5 1 1
9~11 years 592 7 B H 1 Hushard's age-wife's age 728 8 % 56 1
12+ years 1,382 H & 1 6 years ar more 1,641 7 %5 57 1
Resid (l)—(i ylz.r'sthan . 31 7 2 61
Seoul 638 8 H 56 1 I
Other urban 1200 6 3 60 1 Hustend’s edu-wife’s edu 105 10 o 64 1
Rural 8% 8 30 6 1 wife's>husband’s 1,140 7 3 57 1
wife's=husband’s 143 7 % 57
wife's<husband’s




Table 8. Estimated gross and net effects of independent variables, in terms of odds ratios,
on whether woman thinks married women should work any time they want to

FOIS0| 7h8nt ZHHIQI0] RHAO| RE W AMEX FIME MOF Bl S

Dixl= E(E) % =4

HE ofalof

Independent variables Gross effect Net effect Independent variables Gross effect Net effect
Worked before marriage(No. is reference category)
Age in years 1.0011  1.0068 Yes, for family reasons  1.3134* 1.1892
Age squared 0.9999  1.0000 Yes, for other reasons 1.3383* 1.3233*
Place of growth ; Urban 1.3702* 1.2367* Wife’s age at marriage 1.0139* 1.0159
Wife's years of education 1.0366* 1.0313* Parents decided husband first 0.8862  1.0437
Residence : Seoul 1.0441  0.8428 Post-nuptial coresidence withindaws ~ 0.8398*  0.8801
Other urban  1.1390  0.9646 Husband’s age-wife’s age 0.9883  0.9968
Husband edu-wife’s edu 1.0038  1.0146

Note : Women who responded “not sure” are excluded.

* means P<0.10
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<Summary>

Korean Women’s Participation in the Labor Force
Attitude and Behavior

Minja Kim Choe*-Sae-Kwon Kong**-Oppenheim Mason™*

This paper focuses on the employment of
married women in the Republic of Korea, espe-
cially on married women’s attitude toward the
employment. Although the data we analyze
were collected at only one point in time, our ul-
timate concern is with change over time. The
data used in our analysis are from the Survey
on Family Life Cycle conducted in 1986 by the
Korea Institute for Health and Social Affairs
(formerly the Korea Institute for Population
and Health). This survey collected information
on marriage, fertility, employment, family roles,
and attitudes from a nationally representative
sample of 3,013 married women under age 65.
Information on employment before and after
marriage as well as the attitudes toward em-
ployment were collected.

Married women in Korea hold quite liberal
views on women’s work, with a majority of
them espousing a woman’s right to choose
whether she works, regardless of her marital or

parental status. Fifty-seven percent of all mar-

ried women endorse the idea of a woman’s free-
dom to choose to work;among those who grew
up in urban areas, attended 12 years of school,
and worked before married for non—familial rea-
sons, the percentage rises to 68. This high level
of support for wives’ employment is surprising,
given the strong family tradition that made a
woman’s duties as a wife and mother her pri-
mary obligation in life, and the recency of mass
labor force participation among married
women.

Although women born at different periods in
the past did not differ significantly in their atti-
tude toward wives’ employment, three other
variables significantly predicted support for
women’s employment. These were having
grown up in an urban rather than a rural area,
having attained a relatively high level of school-
ing, and having worked before marriage, espe-
cially for non—familial reasons. Marked shifts in
the South Korean population during the past 3—

4 decades from rural to urban residence, toward
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secondary school completion, and for women,
toward premarital employment in the formal
sector of the economy, all suggest that women’s
attitudes about the employment of wives are
likely to have liberalized considerably during
this period. The correlations between urban
residence, education, and premarital employ-
ment and women’s attitudes also suggest the
strong possibility of further liberalization of atti-
tudes in the future.

Do women’s attitudes affect actual labor
force participation? An earlier analysis of the
same data as were used in this analysis conclud-
ed that women’s attitudes do not necessarily
predict their employment(Kong and Choe
1989). Women'’s actual labor force participation
was found to be affected more by the perceived
attitude of family members such as husbands
and parents-in-law than by their own attitude.
In addition, the same study reported that in
urban areas controlling factors such as presence
of young children, presence of older members in
the household, and economic conditions of the
household, women’s level of education were in-
versely associated with labor force participa-
tion, rather than being .directly related, as one

would expect on the basis of the educational dif-

ferentials in women'’s attitudes found in the cur-
rent analysis. These results suggest that recent
increases in female labor force participation in
Korea probaly have not been driven by attitu-
dinal changes. The high level of support for
women’s employment expressed by Korean
wives, however, suggests that the lag between
behavioral and attitudinal changes noted in ear-
lier studies of the United States may be much
shorter or non—existent in Korea.

Further research is needed to identify factors
that would facilitate women’s labor force partic-
ipation, especially among the more educated
urban women. Support from family members,
improved conditions of employment, making
adequate child care available, and sharing of
house work by family members are some of the
changes that would be likely to facilitate mar-
ried women'’s labor force participation. Obvious-
ly, Korean women strongly support the idea
that a married woman has the right to work if
she chooses to. It would appear that for many
of these women, especially many of the best ed-
ucated women in urban areas, significant barri-
ers to their participation and realization of their

full human potential still exist.
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