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Table 1. Distribution of Visits and Payments

W2 3ot MY XY SUe| 22X M

Frequency of Visits N % Amount of Financial Support N %
No visit 309 19.0 No support 1,423 87.6
Less than once a month 904 55.7 {¥100,000 53 33
Once a month 181 111 W100,000~W199,999 19 12
Twice a month 84 52 W200,000~% 399,999 39 24
Three times a month 60 3.7 W400,000~W599,999 22 14
Once a week or more often 86 53 W600,000~W999,999 21 13
W 1,000,000+ 47 29
Total 1,624  100.0 Total 1624 1000
Table 2. Means and Standard Deviations for Variables
wsSe WIUD EE WA
Variable Mean SD
Family-ties
Number of visits to family of origin during the last one year 9.57 15.64
Total amount of payments to family of origin during the last
one year(in W1,000) 89.80 484.56
Structures of the household of origin
Whether the member aged 60 years and over is living(1=yes) 34 48
Socioeconomic characteristics of the out-migrant
Age 2546 9.27
Sex(1=male ; 0=female) 46 50
Relation to household head in family of origin
(1=unmarried child ; 0 otherwise) 42 49
Education (1=more than middle school ; 0 otherwise) 49 .50
Economical activity(1=economically active ; 0 otherwise) 62 49
Characteristics of migration
Number of months in out-migration 2040 16.49
Reason of out-migration (1=economic reason ; 0 otherwise) 58 49
Whether the out-migrant lives in the same province as the
family of origin does(1=yes) 21 41
Whether the out-migrant lives in rural area(l=yes) 26 44
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Table 3. ML Estimated Logistic Regression Coefficients on Log-odds of the Qutmigrants Visiting and Paying
to Those Not Visiting and Paying (N=1,624)
ot HE ME I Y MY XY ME AL v|ghE Y HIX[Y HE TR0 CHsE of
FuAH|o| F0|= ZX[AE 3] AHFEQ SHA|

Variable Visit Support
Coeff. zv Coeff. z

Household of origin(1=with the elderly) —.192 —1.280 216 1.302
Age —.018 —2.528** 038 3.637**
Sex(1=male) —.530 —3.022** 272 1438
Relation to head(1=unmarried child) —.138 —.784 210 1.092
Education(1=more than middle school) 316 2.127* 468 2.835**
Economical activity(1=active) 974 4.391** 1.046 3.255**
Duration of migration .068 10.553** .026 5478**
Reason of migration (1=economic) —.340 —1.436 1.186 4.002**
Residence in same province(1=yes) 682 6.123** —.074 —.359
Residence in rural area (1=yes) —1.288 —8.183** 332 1.738*
Intercept .828 —5.852

Xz ? 1664.9 1859.3

P .000 .180
Y z=coefficient/standard error
? Goodness-of-fit chi square
** . statistically significant at the level of a{.01

* . statistically significant at the level of a{.05
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Table 4. OLS Regression Coefficients for Frequency of Visits and Amount of Financial Support

SHE sl MY XY SYo| ciEt MY 3|7 AlsE2| FFA

qgg e AL AT BE sHrdol

Visit(N=1,315)

Support(N=201)

Variable Coet. B Coef. B
Household of Origin(1=with the elderly) —.917 —.026 250121 102
Age .034 016 10217 071
Sex(1=male) —1.339 040 22737 .009
Relation to head(1=unmarried child) —2.550 —.076* — 313569 —.131
Education(1=more than middle school) 3075 092** —60888 —.025
Economical activity(1=active) 1.576 045 319177 .080
Duration of migration —.102 —.101* —7021 —.094
Reason of migration (1=economic) —.904 —.027 55126 154
Residence in same province(1=yes) —17.980 204** —292852 —.095
Residence in rural area (1=yes) 308 008 775801 293%*
Constant 10.230 —222049
R? 07 20

** { statistically significant at the level of a{.01
* | statistically significant at the level of a{.05
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{Summary)

Family Ties of Outmigrants : Determinants of Visiting and

Paying Support to Family of Origin

Keywon Cheong*

This study investigates the socioeconomic and
demographic determinants of family ties of out-
migrants. Family ties are measured by the fre-
quency of visits and the amount of financial sup-
port that recent outmigrants pay to their family
of origin. The hypothesized determinants of fa-
mily ties of outmigrants are : the structure of
the household of origin, the socioecomonic and
demographic characteristics of the outmigrant,
and the characteristics of the migration.

Using data from the Korean National Migration
Survey of 1983, logistic regression models and
linear regression models were employed for stati-
stical analyses of the determinants. Findings of
the study show that : (1) there is a residual as
well as a positive association between outmigrant’s
visits and financial support to h.is/her household
of origin; (2) age, sex, educational attainment,
and economic activity status of the outmigrant,
and geographic distance of the outmigrant’s resi-

dence from the household of origin determine

whether or not the outmigrant visits and pays
financial support to his/her household of origin
cand (3) outmigrant’s relation to the head of
the household of origin, educational aftainment,
duration of migration, and residence in the same
province as that of the household of origin have
statistically significant effects on the frequency
of his/her visits to the household of origin, while
only the rural-urban residence of outmigrant has
the effect on the amount of financial support to

the household of origin.
Psychological ties between outmigrant and the

household of origin is not included in the analy-
sis. It limits the generalization of the findings
into all aspects of family ties. But, this study
has both theoretical and practical implications.
Its theoretical contribution will be in the area
of the first empirical analysis of family ties of
outmigrants. This study also has implications for
policies aimed at providing public assistance to

the households of the elderly.

*  Senior Researcher, Korea Institute for Health and Social Affairs.
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