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Summary
The Influence of the Financial Crisis on the

Child Abuse in Low Income Families
Hyonjoo Lee - Soyoung Park

This study examines the cause of child abuse in Korea. In
particular, the purpose of this study is to analyze how financial
change affect child abuse in low income families.

Child abuse is more prevalent when financial conditions become
worse. But financial condition are not sufficient to explain child
abuse, because child abuse cannot be found in all families which
experience financial crisis.

This study proposes that child abuse is caused by the change in
family life, this change is caused by the change in the financial
condition. Based on this proposition, this study analyzes the influence
of the change in family life and the influence of the financial change
on child abuse, then compares these influences.

The major findings are as follows.

Financial change doesn’t have a significant influence on child
abuse. But the change in family life does have an influence on child
abuse. Among the various types of change in family life,
mother-father conflict and delinquent behavior of children influence
child abuse.

The financial change influences changes in family life. This
result means that the proposition of this study is valid. In most
families, even if they experience financial difficulties, the closeness of
the family takes precedence.

Child abuse has increased after IMF in Korea. For the purpose
of preventing child abuse, improving financial condition of family is
not sufficient. Restoration of the family life is necessary. Social work
intervention 1s one of the common approaches to this solution.



