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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to examine the types of housing poverty among
youth in transition to independent living and to identify the characteristics of
each type and its impact on suicidal thoughts. For this purpose, this study
utilized the first-wave 2023 panel survey on children receiving support and care,
and youth in transition to independent living, conducted by the Child Rights
Guarantee Agency. A latent class analysis (LCA) was performed on 490 youths
in transition to independent living. To explore the characteristics of the
identified housing poverty types and assess their impact on suicidal thoughts,
Chi-square tests, Kruskal-Wallis tests, and multiple regression analyses were
applied. The latent class analysis classified the housing poverty types among
youth preparing for independence into four groups: Typel, the ‘Borderline’
group (18.7%); Type2, the Below Minimum Housing Standards and Lacking
Essential Facilities’ group (5.51%); Type3, the ‘Unstable Occupancy and
Cost-Burdened’ group (64.08%); and Type4, the ‘Subpar Housing Performance’
group (11.63%). Our analysis showed that the ‘Subpar Housing Performance’
group exhibited significantly higher levels of suicidal thoughts compared to the
reference group, the ‘Borderline’ group.

Based on the results of the study, the academic implications of housing
poverty types among youth in transition to independent living and practical
and policy measures to alleviate suicidal thoughts in this population were

discussed.

Keywords: Youth in Transition to Independent Living, Typology, Housing Poverty, Suicidal
Thoughts, Latent Class Analysis (LCA)
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