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| Abstract |

Japan's policy efforts to prevent local depopulation date back to the 1960s, when, as migration to the capital
region intensified, other parts of the country became increasingly under-inhabited. Later, with the emergence
of ‘marginal villages,” policy priorities shifted to instilling vitality into local communities, reanimating and
renovating them, and helping them secure skilled human resources. Initially implemented by municipalities,
these policies were later, following the publication of the “Masuda Report” in 2014, taken over by the national
government. In this article, I trace the origins of Japan’s policies on local population decline and examine the
current state of these policies, with a particular focus on the policy of dispatching human resources to local
areas.
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