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Abstract

National Basic Livelihood Security System: Targeting and
Benefit Rules

This study aims at making an assessment of the National Basic Livelihood
Security  System (NBLSS), focusing on it targeting and benefit rules. The
Assessment is conducted by the Monitoring Center for Basic Security and
Self-reliance, an affiliate of the Korea Institute for Health and Social Affairs, as
part of an effort to improve the system. The first chapter sets out the objectives,
method, overview, expected outcomes and limitations of the study, while Chapter 2
delineates the NBLSS as of the year 2003, delving into the details of its
beneficiary selection criteria and benefit rules. Chapter 3 is devoted to developing a
framework with which to assess the criteria and rules, and Chapter 4 outlines the
procedure of the assessment. Chapter 5, the core of this study, presents the
outcome of the analysis and assessment conducted on NBLSS's selection criteria
and benefit rules. Lastly, implications are discussed in Chapter 6 for improving
public assistance programs and their assessment. This study finds that there is a
need for rationalizing countable income rules, loosening the stringent criteria
imposed on "legal supporter.” Also, keeping benefits at the right level would
require setting the minimum cost of living that takes into account the different
needs of different households and districts. To achieve the goal of establishing
efficiency and equity in targeting requires refurbishment of the current
administrative infrastructures and databases. Also among the findings of this study
is that the assessment of the NBLSS should be conducted in a consistent fashion
by a credible assessment agency.
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