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Abstract

Study on the Strategy of Information, Education and
Communication Responding to the Low Fertility in Korea

In August 2006, the government established the First Five-Year Basic Plan on
Low Fertility and Ageing Society(2006 ~2010), and delivered the plans to the local
governments. The basic plan aims at recovering the fertility rate to the appropriate
level and improving the social and economic systems in preparation for the aged
society. The demographic goal of the basic plan is to increase the total fertility rate
from 1.08 per woman in 2005 to 1.6 in 2020, at the average of OECD member
countries. To achieve such goals, the government has concentrated on solving the
social problem caused by the low fertility and encouraging the childbirth.

The purpose of this study is to propose the effective strategy of information,
education and communication for informing the seriousness of the low fertility and
family policies of the government and encouraging the childbirth. Prior to
establishing basic principles, this study reviews the demographic change, the
argument about the issue and the population education corresponding the basic
plan of the low fertility and ageing society for local officials, school teachers, and
the general public. And information, education, and communication(IE&C) activities
presented recently is also investigated.

On the basis of findings, three strategies were presented. Firstly, the partnership
should be established between public affairs leaders because the marriage and the
childbirth are strongly affected by the credibility of the information source. Second,
various measures should be developed to increase the exposure of PR messages and

to make the social agreement about the responsibility of childbirth. It is useful to



12

arrange the public relations, the advertising, the IE&C programmes for specific
target population. Lastly, various IE&C activities of community leaders and the
methods customized by the specific population should be systematically linked for
the synergic effect. Besides the three strategic directions, this study indicates
concrete IE&C programmes to be practiced for diverse public, especially government
officials and the creative brief for public advertising.

The new population policy in Korea is totally different from the past norm
such as preferring small family. If Korea want to establish new norms and values
for the pro-natal policy effectively, more strong [E&C strategies and policy manners

should be implemented.
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A&: Grunig, J. and Hunt, T., Managing Public Relations, NY: Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 1984, p.153.
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T 1960 1970 1980 1983 1985 1990 1995 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005
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