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How Do Adolescent Smokers Evade Cigarette Sales Restrictions?:
Focusing on How They Purchase and Acquire Cigarettes

Her, Wonbin' | Oh, Young Sam'

1Pukyong National University

Abstract

This study aims to examine the channels used by adolescent smokers who
purchase or acquire cigarettes. In addition, this study examines how adolescents’
demographic factors and smoking-related factors are related to the methods used
by adolescent smokers. To address this research purpose, in-depth interviews were
conducted with 10 adolescent smokers to collect data. Using case study approach,
this study analyzed the qualitative data. In this study, adolescent smokers used
forged ID cards, proxy purchase, or purchasing cigarettes through online/off-line
“evading stores.” Furthermore, the more similar the appearance to an adult, the more
direct purchase methods using a forged ID card was used. Also, the proxy
purchase(indirect purchase) method was used when the appearance looked like a
minor. The study suggested mandatory installation of an ID identifier, a total amount
of cigarettes, and prohibition of online cigarette sales, distribution, and advertising
as realistic alternative to prevent adolescents from purchasing and acquiring
cigarettes. This study would contribute to the reducing ease of cigarette purchase
by understanding how adolecents purchase and acquire cigarette. furthermore, this
study would contribute to the development of ways to prevent and control

adolescent smoking. Ultimately, this study expect to improve adolescent health.

Keywords: Margin on Proxy Purchasing Cigarette, Adolescent Smoking, Case Study,
Proxy Purchase, Ease of Cigarette Purchase




