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1) Nowak, Stefan, Methodology of Sociological Research, Dordrecht, Holland: D, Reidel Publi-

shing Co., 1977, pp. 48~49.
2) Ibid., pp. 50~51
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3) Merton, Robert K., Social Theory and Social Structure, New York, The Free Press, 1968,

p. 315,
4) Secord, Paul F., and Carl W. Backman, Social Psychology, Tokyo, McGraw-Hill, Kogaku-

sha, Ltd., 1974, pp.143~144.
5) Hyman, Herbert H., “Reference Groups,” Internaiional Encyclopedia of the Social Sciences,

ed. by David L. Sills, The Macmillan Co. & The Free Press, 1968, pp.353—361.
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6) Ibid,
7) Secord and Backman, op. cit., p. 146.
8) Ryder, Norman, B., Some Sociological Suggestions Concerning the Reduction of Fertility in

Developing Couniries, Honolulu, East-West Center, 1976, p. 2.
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9) Warner, Lyle C., and Melvin L. DeFleur, “Attitude as an Interactional Concept: Social
Constraint and Social Distance as Intervening Variables between Attitudes and Action,”
ASR, Vol. 34, No, 2, April 1969,. pp. 153~169.

10) Fendrich, James, M,, “Perceived Reference Group Support: Racial Attitudes and Overt
Behavior,” ASR, Vol. 32, 1967, pp. 960~970.

11) Andrews, Kenneth H., and Denise B. Kandel, “Attitude and Behavior: A Specification

of the Contingent Consistency Hypothesis,” ASR, Vol. 44, April 1979, pp. 298~310.
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12) FERHGE), MRS Bikol KiEaal 2 HEFSH R B8 23 Fe, RESEFEE,
1978.12, pp. 103~104.

13) Kwon, Tai Hwan, “Attitudes toward Number and Sex of Children in Korean Communi
ties,” in The Ecomomic and Social Supports for High Fertility, ed. by Lado T. Ruzicka,
Proceedings of the Conference held in Canberra, Nov. 1976.

14) Sandhu, Harjit S,, and Donald E. Allen, “The Village Influence on Punjabi Farm
Mod ernization,” AJS, Vol, 79, No. 4, 1974, pp. 967—980.

15) Galt, A, H., and L.J. Smith, “Anthropological and Economic Perspectives on Small
Family Size on the Island of Pantelleria, Sicily,” Population Studies, Vol. 33, No. 2,
July 1979, pp. 223-238.
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16) Spengler, Joseph J., “Values and Fertility Analysis,” Demography, Vol. 3, No.2, 1966,

p. 121. :
17) Coombs, Lolagene C., and Te-Hsiung Sun, Changes in Familial Values in a Developing

Society: Taiwan in the Sixties and Seventies, Ann Arbor: Population Studies Center, 1979
mimeo,
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Figure 1. Salience of Family Name and Adult Status, Social Norms by Fertility
Level, After Smoothing
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Source: Bulatao, Rodolfo A., On the Nature of the Transition in the Value of Children,
Honolulu, East- West Center, 1979, p. 79.
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18) Bulatao, Rodolfo A., On the Nature of the Transition in the Value of Children, Honolulu,
East- West Center, 1979
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{Abstract)

Reference Group Norm and Its Effects

on Fertility Behavior

Hee Wan Kown*

The paper proposes reference group support as an important research area through
reviewing the findings of survey researches, and also relevant concepts, Its objects
lie in exposing the relatively untouched field of role of reference groups in fertility
behavior, And also it was aimed to provide the theoretical background,

The influence of a group is often treated in terms of the concept of reference group,
A reference group is a social unit which the individual sees, as holding wvalues in
common with his own, and which he takes as a basis for self-evaluation and attitude
formation, The most relevant theory is the contingent consistency hypofhesis that
social pressures reinforce the effect of attitude on kehavior, The attitudes and beha-
viors pertain to use of family planning; the contingent effects are norms of parents
and kins,

Another important concept to be tested is the community influence on member’s
family formation, The primacy of village characteristics over the individual factors
was evident in theory and also in other settings, but not in Korea.

Thirdly, the paper concerns the relationships between fertility transition and
changes in values, According to the research findings, parents conceal the cultural
pressures for childbearing, either deliberately in order to avoid the appearance of being
manipulated by others or unintentionally because these pressures are thoroughly inter-
nalized, In the traditional societies, many individuals choice are culturally prescr-
ibed, while in the modern societies, an individual excercises more freedom of choice,

Thus, the underlying assumptions are simple, that is, society shapes and directs

individual behaviors, The study of reference group and social reinforcement is impor-

* Junior Researcher, KIFP,
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tant, because without a mechanism through which an individual relates himself to the
larger society, an individual finds it very difficult to adjust his behavior in the midst
of rapid social change, .

It is suggested that further researches have to focus on the groups or communities
as the primary source of difficulties rather than focussing on individuals, And we
should try to solve the social problems through understanding the situations
surrounding individuals, departing from the conservative attitude of unquestioning

the social structure,
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