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ABSTRACT

A study on the information sources and the knowledge

of health and sanitation in an rural area.

In-Dam Hwang M.D. and No-Suk Ki M.D.
Department of preventive Medicine & Public Health,

Jeonbug National University Medical School.

This study was carried out to survey the degree of
uﬁderstanding and fhe information sources on the health and
sanitation . The questionaires were drawn from the responses
of theihouse wives in Okku-Gun from Cet. 20 to Nov. 20 of 1979.
The results obtained afe aé follows,

1. Génergl characteristics of the surveyed objectives,

15 Lge:showed the comparatively even distribution among which
86.5% of responSeé were in the 2ge of 25-54 with the average age
of 39.7+10.7. |

2)‘Eduéation:25.7% of the total questionaires were ignorant.

| L6.7% completéd primary school.
18;8%.graduatéd‘from middle school. .
8.8% graduated ffpm high sch@ol.‘
3) Occupation:largely employed themselves in agriculture
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which included 64.5% of total cuestionaires.

L) Numbers of children : The house wives who have more than
four children occupied 53.3%, while less than two were 28.4%
and the average number of children, they have was 3.7+1.8.

5) 65.1% of the totalvquestionaireé could be regarded as
middle classes ‘gy the relative evaluation within this area.

6) The houses possessingvTV set were counted 71.2%, radio
9A;7%, while the houses which read ceﬁtral news-papers were

29.5% and local news papers 1.5%.

2. The degree of the understanding and the source of informa-
tion on the health énd sanitation.

1) 36.4% of total'queétiénaires replied that they knew family
planning very well, while 23.8% of that didn't care for the
weaning period or weaning food at all.

The information source of family Planning were obtained from

health workers was 46.3%, from neibours i2.7% and from TV

2) Most inhibitants understood the role of health center
but 8.9% were quite ignorant about the health center, 46.5%
about the medical care system, 47.6% about D.P.T., and 23.3%
about pesticide poisoning largely through the effort of health
workérs. (BA;O% of the total)
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23) The percentage of inhiabitants who never took the chest
X-ray was 56.6% and that for the tuberculin skin test or B.C.G.
was more than 70% and‘31% of the total gquestionaires were . i
answered that leprosy is incurable diseaée. Information source

of the diseases.such as TB or leprosy was 42.3% from neignb-
ours and 20;6% from health workers.

L) Itvseemgd they pay so much attention to the cancer that
oply 18.4% were ignofant about it. 28% care for the danger. of
high blood pressure, and 12.97 for obesity by the information
sourcé obtained from the neibours or acourintances (28.6%) .or
from TV (20.7%) or from radio.(13;é%) or from health workers
(16.38).

5) The percentageé of the inhibitants who understand very -
well on the danger of encephalitis was 56.8%, on the neéessity
of well-disinfection was 69.8 ‘%.on the cooking method of fresh-
water fish was 73.1%, and on the contamihnation of choleara was
35.9%.

The three most effective information sources of the 2bove five
items were firstly obtained from the health workers (29.8%).
secondly from the T.V. or radio. (28.2%) thirdly from the
neighbors or acocuaintances (23.4%), while only 6% were from

mass medias such 2s newspapers and magazines.
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3. Interest and acceptanée of ﬁass medias.

Questionaires showed quiﬁe affirmative attitudes toward the
informations obtained from health workers (33.9%) from acgu-
aintances including mothers club.(29.9%),,from T.V. or radio
(24.8%) and 23.8% respectively), from brochures or pamphlets
(22.3% and 20.9 % respectively), from newspapers or magazines
(13.5%)and 12.47% respectively), while they showed indifferent
or negative aftitudes toward the mass medias ( to magazine 62.7
% and to newspapers 58.5%). |

L. Degree of intere§ts on the health and sanitation.

Out of total questionaires, only 650 women (58%) were answered
among which 20% showed most interest on the cancer, 8.5% on the
high.blood pressure, and 7.5% on the iilness from fatigue or

neuralgia.
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Table ] Age Distributon

20-  25- 30- 35-  40- 45= 50- 55= 60+ Total

‘I_Xg-e e e ) - -
_ 247 25 34 39 44 49 54 59

Number 68  1m 158 179 198 138 12 46 & 1120

3.3 100.0

C\
.

o
=
ot

% 6.1 15,6 141 = 16,0 177 1253 10

Average 39.7 + 10.7




Table 2.

Bducational level

%‘ma“of‘al Mo cduc- Prima~ Middle High College
—_lovel ation . ry Sch-School School Or Uni-|Total
No .and % A v .
ool versity
Number 258 523 211 85 13 1,120
% 25,7 46.7 18,8 7.6 1.2 | 100,0
Table 3. Oceupation”
Tttt T T T T T
\Q?cupation'Commer— Agricu~- Indu~Rubli- Com- Fis-Oth-
2 , - ~ Pany . ,
\\\\\\ ca lture stry ¢ off-emp;neryars Total
M.and %\ icials loyee
Number 66 723" - 13 105 50 60 103 |1,120.
% 5.8 64.5 1.2 9.4 4.5 5.4 9.2 100.0
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Table 4., Number of Living Ckildren

—

living ‘

Children 5 4 2 4 5 6, T 8 .9 10 {pota1
Mo .
and %
Number |64 100 155 205 217 199 .181 . 43- 17. 8 . 1 |1,120

7 9.7 8.9 13.8.18.3 19.4 16.1 L7 .38 L5 049 0.0 i 100.0

Cunmulative!5.7 14,6 26,4 46.7 66.1 62,2 93.9 . 97.7« 99,2 99.9 100.0
Percentage . : : i
Average 3.7 £ 1.8 Person '

Table 5. Level of Living Status

Level of living status

s, of households (%)

High class
Middle»qlass

Low class

188 (16.8)
730 (65.1)

202 (18.1)

Total

1,120 (100.0)

-0m



Table 6, Possession of Mass media

\  Mass News papor Regulaxr Irregular
\mecdial T Vv | Radio e , nagazine, magazino
oo Al Cen—|Loca~Mont= Wee~| Mont- |Weekly | Month- | Weekly
No.and 7o) tral{l |hly |kly | hly 1y B
Number | 797 1060 | 30 | 94 | 17T |56 49 16 81 45

% 1112 94.7 1295 184 |1.6 15,0 4.4 14 7.2 4.0

Table 7. Number of Respondents by Myun and Household.

irca | Susoo Hoih-Napo Daiys Sunge- Gaich- Impi Okssn Oldku Mim- Total
yun . -sall L= Feo UL
Nuumber| 150 M 125 120 1% 109 80 90 97 155 1,120
Ao, of
v.ﬁi;"f}e‘lﬁ% 1,697 1,237 2,893 1,217 1,454 1,549 1,053 4,177 2,781 19,732
% | 94 45 1800 35 9% 7.4 52 85 23 56 57

-10-
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Table 8. The information sources of health and

Contents (1) Family (2) Medical care

Planning preventive

program

Mass media ) % o, %
Health worker 520 46,4 379 34,0
T vV 143 12.7 179 16.0
iRadio 99 8.8 123 11.0
Noighbors 137 12.2 182 16.3
Family 21 1.9 10 0.9
Newspaper & Magazine 71 6.3 56 5.0
Hospital & 51 - 4.5 30 2.7

Health csntew

Sehoocl 16 1.4 14 1.3
Ban Sang-Hoi 3 0.3 9 0.8
licoting 217 5.1 85 7.1
Drug store o 2 0.2 6 0.5
Others 2 0.2 ¥ 43 _ 3.8
Total f 1122 100.0 1116  100.0

| 1) +(2) + (3) + (4) +(5

% Number of totals = (L) (2) (5) (4) +(5)

* 43 person of others are Ri-leaders and

~
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sanitation by mass media

(3) Tuberculosis (4) Cancer (5)Epidemic
Leprosy : Hypertension encephalitis Total
Parasites
o, % Ne. % o, % X M %
222 20.6 182 16.3 3217 31.4 326 29.8
127 11.8 230 20.7 201 1.3 176 16.1
113 10.5 153 13.8 171 16,5 132 12,1

455 42.3 318 28 .6 185 17.8 254 23.4

14 1.3 13 1.2 14 1.4 14 1.3
61 5.7 76 6.8 62 6.0 66 6.0
30 2.8 99 8.9 25 2.4 4T 4.3
23 2.1 13 1.2 29 2.8 19 1.7
13 1.2 3 0.3 1 0.1 6 0.5
12 1.1 14 13 13 1.2 36 3.3
1 0.1 5 0.5 3 0.3 4 0.3
5 05 . 4 0.4 s 0.8 13 1.2

1076 100.0 £110  °100.0 © 1040 100.0 1093 100..0 .

farmer's association.

17



Table8-1, Degree of understanding the questionaires

(Group 1)
. Poorly Well.

Response Ignorant wnderstood ~ understood
Questionaires 9. % N % No. _%
Knowledge about 144 12.9 598 53.4 318 33.7
Family planninag '
Knowledge about 298 26.6 414  37.00 408 36.4
Contraceptive
He thod
The wensning 267  23.8 557 49,7 296  26.5
rericd
Average 236 21.1 523 46,7 361 32.2

Table8=2, Dagree of understanding the questionzires
(Group U )

N ' . Tenonant Poorly Well
Response gnoran understood  understood
Questionanires o, % i, % il %

Lecation of _ 100 8.9 317 28.3 703 62.8
hezalth center :
kedical care ' 521 46 .5 411 36.7 168 16.8
system
Vaeccination 98 8.8 493 44,0 529 47,2
D.P.T. 533 47,6 336  30.0 251 22.4

Pesticides 261 233 383  34.2 476 42.5
poisoning ; :

Average 303 27.1 388 34.6 429 38.3
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Table 8-3 . Degree of understanding the queStionéires

( Group WM )

Response
Ignorant . ‘poorly understood Well understood
Questionaires No. %  No. %  No. %
Chest X-ray ' ' .
634  56.6 28.7 25.6 199 17.8
cheok .
B. C. G. 11 68,6 225 20.1 184  16.4
Tuberculin test 8i3 . 72.6 211 .18.8 9§ 8.6
Curability of '
. 347 - 81,0 373 - 33.3 400 35.7
leprosy
fdentification : .
158 14.1 491 43.8 471 42,1
of Leprosy
Segregation
sree 439 39.2 503 44.9 178 15.9
of Leprosy :
Average 517 46.2 348 31.1 255 22.7

_19_



Table 8-4. Degree of understanding the question@ires )

( Group V)
Response ‘
Ignorant : poorly understood K Well understood
Quest ionaires No. % No. % No. %
Cancer 206 18.4 489 43.7 425 37.9 .
Commnicability :
176 15,7 343 30.6 601 63.7
of Cancer o
Hypertension 314 28,0 339 30,0 487 41,7
Smoking &
’ 70 6.3 595 53.1 455 40,6
Personnel Hygiene '
Obesity 145 12.9 512 45.7 463 41.4
Average 182 12.9 456 40.7 452 43 .0

-20-



Table 8-5. Degree of understanding the questionaires‘

( Group V)
Response
Ignorant poorly understood Well understoed
Questionaires No. % No. % No. %

Transmission of

epidemic emnceph- 218 19.5 266 23.7 636 56.8

alitis
- Cholera & o
: 343 30.9 372 33.2 402 35.9

Typhoid fever

Disinfecetion

of Drinking 34 3.0 305 21.2 781 69.8
water
Parasite control 137 12.2 451 40.3 532 47.5

Cooking method of
& 44 8.9 257 23.0 819 73.1

Trosh-water fish

Average 156 13.9 330 27.5 634 58,6
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dotn REG Fsb 58.5 ~ 62.7 %2A  H#, st HHE
224 HRE FE Ew ot I BRHFAGE w7 4 -F
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4
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wHEe ARElE oA¥EstT shaltt.

Table 9. Degreé’of intercsts andvacceptability of masgs

medias

. : . ~Fully
 Answers
Negative Little affirmative affirmative

Mass media  fo. % No. % No . %
TV 328 29.3 514 45.9 278 24.8
Radio 325  29.0 529 47.2 266 23.8
News paper 655 58.5 314 26.0 151 13.5
Magazine 702 62.7 280 8.9 138 12.4
Pamphlet 484  43.2 402 35.9 238 20.9
Leaflot 635 56.7 331 29,6 154 13.7
Books = - 490 43.8 380 33.9 250 22.3
Health worker 306 27.3 434 8.8 380 33.9

Mother’s club 335 29.9 450 40.2 335 29.9

AN
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Table 10. Contents of interest on the health
: and sanitation -

T——

T~ No, % v 7
“Contents ~\\\“\\\;\\\\N" No. %
1.Concerning about Cancer 130 20.0
2 .Hyperteonsion & Apoplexy 55 8.5
3 .Neuralgia & arthritis 49 7.5
4.Common cold & Headache 42 6.5
5.§;gge§ePsrsonnel 44 6.8
6.Child care & Health 238 o 5.9
7.Family Planning & 7 E 11 R
Prognanoy , : .
8.Gynecologic disocase 19 2.9
§.Drinking water ‘ 47 7.2
1 (Baviron memt) 6 5.5
11.6-I troubls ' 30 4.8
12.58kin disesase 130 4.6
13.Pulmonarthuberculosis ; 25 - 3.8
i4.Chest pain . 19 2.9
15 .Infirnity , 11 1.7
16.Enceppalifis & : 19 2.9
typhoid fever
17.Sewage, Bathe Batyroom & 20 ' 3.1
toilet managenment .
18 .0ther gencral discase 18 2.8
19.Medical care system 7 , 1.1
Total 650 100.0
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Table 11. dMemory of informations on the health aad

sanitation rescently cbtained from mass
‘medias or others.

No. and %

No. )
1. Gommon gold - 138 37.8
neuralgia
2. Epidemic encephalitis 45 12.3
3. Cancer ) 40 11.0
4. Saemzul cleanup 18 4,9
5. .Co-poisoning: 17 4.7
6, Famllg Planning & 15 4.1
wo1agn dlsease
7. D a 15 4.1
R S0
&. Cholera . 15 4.1
§. Vaccination & 14 3.8
oommunicable "disease
10. Pumonary tuberculosis 11 3.0
11. Sto smok 1 .
Per nncllhygﬁLene 1 . 3.0
12. BE,H., fever 9 2.5
13. Pesticides 4§ 2.
funglcﬁeb pgzlsonlne 9 2.5
14, Hypertension 4 - 1.1
15. Paragsitic discase 4 1.1
Total : 365 100.0
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