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Table 1. Birth Intervals* by Birth Ordeér in the Absence of Family
Limitation (in months)

Birth Order I\Illiﬂlisglgf Mean ]S)t::;ig?irgn Standard Error
1~2 4,616 27,72 13. 50 0.20
2~3 4,431 31. 57 10. 37 0.16
3~4 3,603 31.47 9.89 0.16
4~5 2,745 31.81 10. 06 0.19
5~6 1,931 31.61 9.71 0.22
6~7 1, 251 31.63 10. 17 0.28

* Note: Only birth intervals of which the preceding birth occurred before the end of
1966(i. e. approximately 5 years preceding the interview) were included in this
tabulation.
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= Table 2. Birth Intervals*by Birth Order with Family Limitation which
Ended with Failure or Discontinuation (in months)

Birth Order h}f&};s&sf Mean SDt:\?ig?ir(;in Standard Error
1~2 133 30.90 14.73 1.28
2~3 287 U sTo4 11.76 0.69
3~4 448 38. 67 11.23 0.53
4~5 391 39.68 11.76 0.59
5~6 286 38.72 11.04 0.65
o~7 188 39.90 11. 47 0.84

* Note: Only birth intervals of which preceding the birth occurred before the end
of 1966 (i.e. approximately 5 years preceding the interview) were included in

this tabulation.
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Table 3. Number of Months increased in Mean Birth Interval due to the
Adoption of Family Limitation which Ended with Failure or

Discontinuation
. Number of months Increase in Percent of Increasein mean
Birth Order Mean Birth Interval Birth Intervals
1~2 3.18 11.5
- 2~3 6.37 20. 2
3~4 7.20 22.9
4~5 7.87 24.7
5~6 7.11 22.5
6~7 8.27 26.1
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Table 4. Birth Intervals in the Absence of Family Limitation by Birth Order
and Calendar Year in which the Preceding Birth Occurred (in months)

1. Intervals betwee

n Ist and 2nd Birth

Calendar Year Number of Intervals Mean Standard Deviation
—1960 729 32. 38 12.17
1960~1962 2,908 25.70 14.12
1963~1966 979 30. 26 11.04
1967~1970 740 24. 46 8.61
2. Intervals between 2nd and 3rd Birth
Calendar Year Number of Intervals Mean Standard Deviation
—1960 619 33.17 11.41
1960~1962 2,789 31.22 9. 82
1963~1966 1,023 31.56 11.04
1967~1970 403 25.54 10.08
3. Intervals between 3rd and 4th Birth
Calendar Year Number of Intervals Mean Standard Deviation
—1960 494 33.95 10. 92
1960~1962 2,470 31.05 9.42
1963~1966 639 31.18 10.53
1967~1970 83 27.56 18.52
4. Intervals between 4th and 5th Birth
Calendar Year 1Number of Intervals Mean Standard Deviotion
—1960 391 34.12 11. 26
1960~1962 2. 020 30. 99 9. 40
1963~1966 334 34.08 11.57
1967~1970 *
5. Intervals between 5th and 6th Birth
Calehdar Year Number of Intervals Mean Standard Deviation
—1960 262 32. 68 9.90
1960~1962 1, 509 30. 98 9.24
1963~1966 160 35. 80 12.18
1967~1970 *
6. Intervals between 6th and 7th birth
Calendar Year Number of Intervals Mean Standard Deviation
—1960 165 32. 45 11. 27
1960~1962 993 30. 99 9.60
1963~1966 93 37.04 12.17
1967~1970 *

* Note: Number of intervals less than 30.



Table 5.

Birth Intervals with Family Limitation by Birth Order and Calendar

Year in which the Preceding Birth Occurred (in month)

1. Intervals between Ist and 2nd Birth

Calendar Year Number of Intervals Mean Standard Deviation
—1960 *
1960~1962 54 22.09 14.33
1963~1966 79 36. 92 11. 68
1967~1970 126 29. 98 8.60
9. Intervals between 2nd and 3rd Birth
Calendar Year Number of Intervals Mean Standard Deviation
—1960 *
1960~1962 115 40. 82 12. 37
1963~1966 172 36.02 10. 92
1967~1970 133 33.71 13.90
3. Intervals between 3rd and 4th Birth
Calendar Year Number of Intervals Mean Standard Deviation
—1960 *
1960~1962 259 40. 07 10. 82
1963~1966 189 36. 76 11. 52
1967~1970 *
4. Intervals between 4th and 5th birth
Calendar Year Number of Intervals Mean Standard Deviation
—1960 *
1960~1962 330 40. 39 11.03
1963~1966 61 35. 82 14. 47
1967~1970 *
5. Intervals between 5th and 6th Birth
Calendar Year Number of Intervals Mean Standard Deviation
—1960 *
1960~1962 252 38.72 11. 04
1963~1966 *
1967~1970 *
6. Intervals between 6th and 7th Birth
Calendar Year Number of Intervals Mean Standard Deviation
—1960 ¥
1960~1962 178 39.90 11. 47
1963~1669 *
1967~1970 *

* Note: Number of interrvals less than 30.



Table 6. Number of Months Increased in Mean Birth Interval due to the

Adoption of Family Limitation by calendar year
1. Intervals Between Ist and 2nd Birth

Calender Year

Number of months Increase in
Mean Birth Intervals

Percent of Increase in Mean
Birth intervals

—1960
1960—1962
1963—1966
1967—1970

—3.61
6. 66
5.52

—14.0
22.0
22.6

2. Intervals. Between 2nd and 3rd Birth

Calender Year

Number of months Increase in|
Mean Birth Intervals

Percent of Increase in Mean
Birth intervals

—1960
1960-—1962
1963—1966
1967—1970

9. 60
4.46
8.17

30.7
14.1
32.0

3. Intervals Between 3rd and 4th Birth

Calender Year

Number of months Increase in
Mean Birth Intervals

Percent of Increase in mean
Birth Interval

—1960
1960—1962
1963—1966
1967—1970

9.02
5.58

29.0
17.9

4. Intervals Between 4th and 5th Birth

Calender Year

Number of months Increase in
Mean Birth Intervals

Percent of Increase in mean
Birth Intervals

—1960
1960—1962
1963—1966
1967—1970

9.40
1.74

30.3
51.0

5. Intervals Between 5th and 6th Birth

Calender Year

Number of months Increase in

Mean Birth Intervals

Percent of Increase in Mean
Birth Interval

—1960
1960—1962
1963—1966
1967—1970

7.74

25.0

6. Intervals Between 6th and 7th Birth

Calender Year

Number of month Increase in
Mean Birth Intervals

Percent of Increase in Mean
Birth Interval

—1960
1960—1962
1963—1966
1967—1970

8.91

28.8
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ABSTRACT

Birth Intervals With and Without Family Limitation in Korea

—Based on the Pregnancy History Data of Korean Women from
the 1971 Fertility and Abortion Survey—
Ung Ring Ko - Eung Suk Kim,

The birth intervals with and without family limitation to successive birth
order are analyzed from data, which were kindly made available by the Korean
Institute for Family Planning, concerning the reproductive histories of 5,484
married Korean women who had had at least one live birth.

Reproductive histories from 6,285 married women aged 54 or under were
collected by the Institute during the period September 1-October 31, 1971.

The computation of mean birth interval was based on the “life table
technique” suggested by Sheps in order to reduce the effect of selection against
long intervals due to the truncation of reproductive histories by the interview
cut-off date.

A summary of the findings is as follows:

(1) Mean birth intervals by birth order in the absence of family limitation
(use of contraceptive or induced abortion)

For further reduction of truncation effect on the mean interval, only birth
intervals in which the preceding birth occurred before 1966(i.e. approximately
5 years from the time of interview) were included in the calculation of mean
interval.

The estimated mean interval between lIst and 2nd birth in the absence of
family limitation is 27.7 months (Standard deviation: 13.5 months) which is
shorter by about 4 months as compared with those of higher birth orders.

The estimated mean interval between the successive births after the second
birth ranges from 31.5 months to 31.8 months (Standard deviation: 9.7 months
-10. 4 months) without showing any consistent tendency for the mean to change
with birth order (See Table 1).

(2) Mean birth intervals by birth order with family limitation (use of
contraceptive or induced abortion)

The birth interval with family limitation means the interval between two



successive births when family limitation was practiced after the preceding birth
but ended up with failure or discontinuation, since had it been continuously
successful there would have been no birth to follow.

The estimated mean interval between 1st and 2nd birth with family limitation
is 30.9 months (Standard deviation: 14.7 months) which is shorter by about
8 months than those of higher birth orders.

The estimated mean interval between births of the second order or higher
ranges from 37.9 months to 39.9 months (Standard deviation: 11.0 monthr
—14.7 months) showing a slight tendency for the mean to increase with
higher birth order (See Table 2).

The difference in mean interval between the two groups, one without family
limitation and the other with family limitation(which ended with failure or
discontinuation), is 3.2 months between the 1st and 2nd birth while it ranges
from 6.4 months to 8.3 months between the higher order births (See Table3)

(3) Mean birth intervals by calendar year in which the preceding birth
occurred.

Obviously due to the truncation effect, the mean intervals in which the
preceding birth occurred in 1967-1970 (i.e. less than 5 years preceding the
interview) are relatively shorter than those in which the preceding birth
occurred before 1967.

Regarding intervals in which preceding birth occurred before 1967, there is
no consistent tendency for the mean interval to decrease with calendar year.

This might imply that, in the absence of family limitation, most cases
which failed to have a live birth within 5 years after the preceding one can
be regarded as “sterile” (See Table 4),

—19—
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