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Abstract

Social Cohesion in Korea : Vision and Strategies

Social Cohesion is the sociology, political science and social
policy that describes the bonds or glue that bring people to-
gether in society, especially in the context of cultural diversity.

In current theoretical and political situation, the social cohe-
sion has re-emerged as an important political issue which sup-
posedly shape social identity. It is in the context of ideological
conflict between different political forces that this paper offers
more objective and critical interpretation on social cohesion.
The core of the paper is then devoted to suggest the conditions
and strategies for social cohesion in Korea, particularly in rela-
tion to the interaction between social disparities and social
cohesion.

Actual Government has established the Presidential
Committee for Social Cohesion in April 2013, to promote the
social dialogue between different socio-political groups.
However it will be necessary to estimate critically the role of
previous presidential committees and to find the new role and
new strategies for social cohesion. This paper suggest then

main strategies for social cohesion in Korea as like :



1) This paper emphasize on the effort of government, espe-
cially that of presidential committee, to assure an ideology free
approach. It will be necessary to promote social dialogue be-
tween different socio-political groups.

2) In changing economic and employment conditions, we
need to think more creatively about social stablizing system, as
like social protection system and employment protection
legislation. The equal opportunities of deprived and minorities
will be the conditions of social cohesion.

3) Policy-making should be evidence-based, especially about
the action for social cohesion. We need more systematic sup-
port and time-series data on effects of social disparities to so-
cial cohesion, in which the researchers would explore the
mechanism of social cohesion, and find the probable solutions.

4) With the role of government, we need to encourage the
social economy actors which re-constructs local community
and explore its business model for community interests. New
type of enterprise will contribute to protect the deprived
groups and to assure the common interest of community. Not

the pseudo-public local committee.
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H 1-1) =29 G998 AtRISE +F00| st At BIW(OECD =7} tiH|, 2010)
Atel™ AL At QP AE| HEHA
=t INES =2 INES =2 INES =&
Australia 0.72 5 0.58 11 0.56 23
Austria 0.68 10 0.59 10 0.82 3
Belgium 0.63 12 0.39 31 0.73 8
Canada 0.70 8 0.50 23 0.59 20
Chile 0.37 24 0.53 19 0.33 33
Czech Rep. 0.38 23 0.42 28 0.69 13
Denmark 0.87 1 0.54 16 0.83 2
Estonia - 0.36 32 0.41 30
Finland 0.73 4 0.51 22 0.72 10
France 0.50 17 0.54 17 0.80 4
Germany 0.64 11 0.55 15 0.77 6
Greece - 0.63 6 0.59 21
Hungary 0.32 27 0.32 34 0.59 22
Iceland - 0.64 3 0.68 14
Ireland 0.61 14 0.64 5 0.51 27
Israel 0.46 20 0.55 13 0.40 31
[taly 0.49 18 0.47 25 0.61 17
Japan 0.52 16 0.40 30 0.60 19
[ Korea 0.45 21 0.42 29 0.47 28
Luxembourg - 0.64 4 0.74 7
Mexico 0.29 29 0.46 26 0.32 34
Netherlands 0.71 6 0.62 9 0.71 11
New Zealand 0.70 9 0.45 27 0.66 15
Norway 0.82 2 0.66 1 0.83 1
Poland 0.36 26 0.47 24 0.54 24
Portugal 0.37 25 0.52 20 0.63 16
Slovak Rep. 0.30 28 0.54 18 0.53 25
Slovenia 0.43 22 0.52 21 0.72 9
Spain 0.48 19 0.66 2 0.52 26
Sweden 0.80 3 0.63 7 0.77 5
Switzerland 0.70 7 0.58 12 0.71 12
Turkey - 0.33 33 0.35 32
United
Kingdom 0.56 15 0.62 8 0.61 18
United States 0.62 13 0.55 14 0.46 29
HSHE X|HE4 10 6 7
ST 29 34 34
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