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Abstract
Marriage, Child-Rearing and
Family Life in a Low Pertility Society

Korea has experienced a drastic decrease in fertility in recent years. To
better understand the causal mechanisms of fertility decline, many previous
studies have focused on economic aspects related to childbirth and
child-rearing. However, socio-cultural factors, such as values and attitudes
toward marriage and fertility, perception of costs and benefits of having a
child, and women’s struggles to balance work and child-care, are also of
great importance in explaining recent fertility decline.

The main purpose of this study is to explore the socio-cultural factors
related to recent decline in fertility. This study focuses on analyzing recent
changes in attitudes toward marriage, parenthood, and family. Attention is also
focused on analyzing everyday family life and child-rearing behaviors. In an
effort to provide a comparative perspective, policy responses to the low level
of fertility in Singapore, Japan, Taiwan, and European countries are reviewed
in this study.

For the purpose of analyzing attitudes and behaviors related to marriage,
fertility and child-rearing, this study utilizes micro-data from the Population
Censuses and Vital Statistics of Korea for the period 1990-2005. Micro-data
from the 2003 National Survey of Fertility and Family Health, and the 2005
National Survey of Marriage and Fertility, conducted by the Korea Institute
for Health and Social Affairs, are also analyzed in this study. Other
documents such as published and unpublished reports from the Korea National
Statistical Office are used to analyze the demographic characteristics as well

as recent changes in fertility.



Results of analyses reveal that women’s attitudes toward marriage, timing of
marriage and birth as well as total fertility rate are different according to
socioeconomic status. Those with the lowest and the highest socioeconomic
status show the most drastic decline in fertility and have been more likely to
delay marriage and childbirth. A new pattern of socioeconomic differentials in
fertility is found among the recent marital cohort who married after the 1997
economic crisis. The level of recent fertility turns out to be highest among
those with upper-middle socioeconomic status, followed by those with the
highest socioeconomic status and those with the lowest status.

Results also show that recent fertility decline is associated with changing
attitudes toward parenthood, the commitment of time and money for
child-rearing, and the difficulties of women in balancing work and the
maternal role. Recent marital cohorts tend to perceive the high economic and
psychological costs of having a child more sensitively. Mainly due to low
levels of social support and father’s share of child-care activities, most women
seem to quit their jobs when they give birth. As daycare centers for children
aged between 0 and 2 are not widely available, working mothers tend to rely
on their grandparents and relatives. These circumstances seem to lead young
couples to delay their marriage and having a child, and to have less children.

Results of this study imply that pro-natal policy makers need to pay more
attention to recent changes in family values as well as the economic and
psychological costs and benefits of having a child. In order to achieve
effective policy interventions, we need more detailed and updated information
on differential fertility. It is recommended that more comprehensive studies
focused on family strategy and the decision making process of parenthood
need to be conducted.
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A3 ASAAA PR

Sk o] Q1 AL EAIA B4 AFAC whe} Zolrt e 7IE
ATolA Bol =Ht THelME BE AFE0] AHA A5Y &
AN Bt Ay wEFE, BA AT,

0 FEY FA] AE AU des weHthAR S AFA,
2002; %7] , 1997, X33, 2002). =3 AFA(Kim, 1987) W=} =
AATFAA 711 A AAZ A9E FE8e HFEol
3 FABAE Advka F4hE .

A HAHLS Hoﬂ’ﬂ ] 28 npop o] A1ape} 22 7|7te®
A FEE F Aok Ak 4 WA 244E Y] Wil EAA
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DAE Gl g BAL 9 B3E olZolAth Mt £50] 2
b 9H AT B3, 2F oFlE FHABL & Barol vo}
A7) Wzol] 4ol FolAe el Avkal 773 ThBecker, 1960:212).
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B4 312} A8t tHAndorka, 1978; Becker, 1960; Easterlin, 1969, 1975;

Freedman, 1963; Leibenstein, 1957, 1975; Mincer, 1963; Willis, 1973).
Becker(1960) = 2 A3F AFEA A5 48 7o 2(H)FA

1 578193 tHNamboodiri, 1970).
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BER e AURES FHET Be FEOE 24 vEta B
k.

YA At AUBGe TRHOR FYUT F YUrky BE o
_] =]

A7t b, HEFHo|Erole compatibility theory)> £ Z7stol|l M=
g3} oo BH AL 2AY, U FBIAINE 4] Ao] 2
Abgo] MTE S nA A LETE Ho FEIT S Saed 4
g U AS G4 A AAL oji, 23d Aol 2Rad
a8y BRG] tiet oA AT e F7hHsel o) o At
= Aoty EZFHOZ Sleebos(2003)= AR NE E3te] oA HYE
3} mgsFo] FA5ED WA Rel BAd gl AS bl 733
%tk OECD =7Hs uldoZ 198017} 1999 9] AR E ARE-3le] of e
A9E 2 ASGFEL 20489 WS AE 23 1980l A
TAZE BEHJ Y 1999do= AA QA #AF BEEHJS AGEY F
T 200499 AEE FEoto] AuEgE, LT A7 BEHUG
(29 248 19 2-5 #x%)
(38 2-4] ool FLED AEME2 A, 1980, 2004
1980 2004
0 | y = ~0.006x+2.08 S X :Zg’ﬁi;@agz
| R2 = 0.11 ! :
25 : : w2'5
g &PA : &RT : ;‘ A
E20 | -l e - : §20 v © 4
Sl S e Ts o
| I " ’0'
| | KOR‘PN
10 10
20 30 40 5 60 70 80 2 0 4 50 60 70 80
Employment rates for women Employment rates for women

Z: Sleebos(2003).
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R &4 AUE EFdste Hlgo] 7 A el th(Tor and
Short, 2004).

ol AULSH JMHEHO] Eihs Aste 29 T R e
F 98-S X ALeth Kinzerdt S2E52003) GA] 7} So} Boto] o
o

A olRolAE Uelass Eag0l B Ushie 248 v gn

=
McDonald2000) 745 Wol 4] 4 53} A131291 4 BFo] ARshol
w2480 Fobd 4 98-S AL o459 AY

< FopHl oy 7S oY Add 72 Wt AAETd, dAE
ALy S4hs 33 T2 A7 "dre Aot

oA 22005)= A Hed 4t Ui 71EY =S EUE UNDP
ARE o]&3te] 571 GDI(gender-related development index)9} A1 EAHE:
o WA Y8 E42% UARe] #AVE BEEAHIH 2-6 F
%). F GDI/F %2 w7ked] §AEHES 7P w7/ Yehda, GOt =
7teE FAE 0] VoAt B xokAlE FE7E Uk

(22 2-6] GDIet EHEAEe A
3 -
R% = 0.1818

2.5

S}
T

Total Fertility Rate
o

0.5

0
0.76  0.78 0.8 0.82 0.84 0.86 0.8 0.9 0.92 0.94 0.96 0.98 1
GDI

= Sleebos(2003).
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AEd t3 HE Wile 28 Ads 2Yshe T2% 8fles A=
2 Ao <& 31olA Be AAE, A& wEA] djof b= H
T Ak oA AEe] JEAS dAske Aol sofvta Ak
Aol mlgte] ool Ao JiQlE el vig §&=7F A yehdh
ey Aoz ded iy $44 weo]l FRE ol AA=
AEE ke o] Foe S £9&0] §43] HojAd 200238l =
A wopxA okt I, SHATES & U A A¥EA, 2E
of thet Bjioll M ofzte] W3S AAT Utk

(E 3-1) ddof| we ZEol thsh e #1998, 2006

Me = A 3]
- st Al
A (1998) 336 399 238 11 02 14
bl 369 426 18.4 0.7 0.1 14
SR 30.5 374 289 14 02 15
A (2006) 257 20 275 18 04 2.6
s 30.0 45.1 21.1 1.0 03 25
o2 216 389 336 2.6 05 2.7

A8 EA3(1998, 2006).
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BAZAQ S 1998 d= 1.3%, 20023 1.9% 121, 200613 o=
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FZold Aol 20061390 2.6%=E 28} 717kl F718ldt ol 3 HEE
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(E 52) tigh 4k2{o] #3l 1950~2006

ds FEA ok 22850 FAETE
1950 323,643 433 6.03
1960 419,442 39.6 5.75
1970 394,015 272 4.00
1980 413,177 234 252
1990 337,042 16.6 1.81
2000 307,200 13.8 1.68
2001 257,886 11.7 1.40
2002 246,758 11.0 1.34
2003 227,447 10.1 123
2004 217,685 9.6 1.18
2005 206,465 9.1 1.12
2006 205,720 9.0 1.12

Z4]: Lee and Chuang(2007).
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