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| Abstract |

The German Basic Income Support for Jobseekers is administered under its eponymous law (Book II of the
Social Code), which came into effect on January 1, 2005. Implemented as part of active labor market policy, the
support scheme aims to promote gainful employment among unemployed and low-income people in the
working-age population (ages 15 to 67), providing them with tailored career guidance and job placement
services and, with Arbeitslosengeld I replacing the unemployment allowance and social assistance of earlier
days, also safeguarding recipients’ basic standard of living. Arbeitslosengeld II was renamed Birgergeld in
2023, with eligibility requirements eased and the focus shifting toward supporting jobseekers and low-income
earners in developing and improving their work competencies so that, over the medium-to-long-term, they
can successfully integrate into the labor market and earn a living on their own.
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