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Unending Suffering:

A Study on the Health Status of the Second Generation of Atomic Bomb Survivors

Lee, Nagyeong' | Jung, Youn'

" Korea Institute for Health and
Social Affairs

Abstract

In this study, we surveyed 748 second-generation atomic bomb survivors
nationwide to explore the health problems of second-generation atomic bomb
survivors. In addition, by calculating the sex and age-standardized prevalence rates
using data from the National Health and Nutrition Examination Survey (2019), we
examined whether there was an excess health risk in the second -generation atomic
bomb survivors compared to the general population. The health status of
second-generation atomic bomb survivors was generally poor compared to the
general population group, and this was consistently confirmed in various indicators
such as self-reported morbidity, subjective health status, mental health status, and
prevalence of limited activity. Their unmet medical experience was more than double
that of the general population, and in particular, the unmet medical utilization due
to economic reasons was higher than that of the general population. The above
findings suggest that not only first-generation atomic bomb survivors but also their
descendants have significant health problems, and that such health problems may
not be properly addressed through appropriate care. Considering the high health
anxiety of second-generation victims of the atomic bomb, support such as free health

checkups and psychological counseling is required.

Keywords: Atomic Bomb, the Second-Generation of Atomic Bomb Survivors, Health
Status, Unmet Medical Experience, Standardized Prevalence
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