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Abstract

A Study of Measures for Stabilizing the Living Conditions of
Low-to-Middle Income Groups

Since the 1997 economic crisis, Korea has taken various measures for
stabilizing the living conditions of low-to-middle income groups, augmenting its
expenditures on social welfare to a significant extent and establishing and
implementing a wide range of social safety net programs. Despite these efforts,
however, many in low-to-middle income groups are still left in a difficult situation,
not least when it comes to housing, education and healthcare. Also, it has often
been pointed out that, in the process of income distribution since the end of 1997,
the imbalance in the impact of the economic crisis has favored high-income groups
while reducing the earnings of low-to-middle income groups. This study confirms
the validity of such an argument and attempts to craft a direction for new measures
to help low-to-middle income households stabilize their living conditions, a
prerequisite for forming a sound income distribution structure.
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