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Table 4. Currently Practicing Rate of Contraception by Respondent's Attitude towards
the Number of Children, Number of Children Owned and Age

<30 30<
Too Many or Too Less or Too Many or Too Less or
Appropriate Indifference Appropriate Indifference
Number of Living Number of Living Number of Living Number of Living
Children Children Children ‘ Children
0 1-2 3-4 54+ 0 1-2 3-4 5+ 0 1-2 3-4 5+ 0 1-2 3-4 5+
Currently Practicing Rate(%) - 40.5 44.9 36.4 1.1 13.8 154 - - 558 64.3 47.5 - 30.4 48.8 50.0
Number of Respondents 1 713 414 11 9 625 26 1 1 353 1,446 8% 1 112 43 4

% The fighres in the lowest row stand for the number of respondents.
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{Abstract)

An Analysis of Currently Practicing Rate
of Contraception

Based on the 1976 National F ertil.ity and

Family Planning Evaluation Survey
Ung Ring ‘Kp;*‘? Sook™ Yoon**

A sample survey on family planning practice has revealed that the currently practi-
cing rate of contracetion among Korean married women in 1976 turns out to bev 44
per cent.

To meet the goal of population target set for the year of 1981, however, it is a
anticipated that the level of currently practicing rate should r;ach at least 60 per
cent.

Obviously, the prospect of achieving such goal will depend very much on the ability
of detecting and controlling the factors /closely associated with the behavior of choosing
to limit their fertility.

Of a numerous socio-demographic variables which have been recognized as influen-
tial factors to the acception of family planning practice, the authors have -selected
three seemingly most effective factors to see how the currently practicing rate of
contraception varies with the levels of such factors.

The three factors are 1) age of women, 2) attitude towards the number of
children, and 3) number of living sons and daughters.

From the analysis of 4,665 married women’s data obtained from the 1976 sample
fe\rtility survey sponsored by the Korean Institute of Family Planning and the Ministry
of Health and Social Affairs, the following major findings are dérived.

1) Even when both the attitude towards the number of children and the numb_erv of
living sons and daughters are controlled the currently practicing rate is significantly
higher among married women aged over 30. (see Table 2,3)

This implies that substantial increase in currently practicing rate can hardly be

e

% Professor, Dept. Preventive Medicine and Public Health Han Yang Umversny, Medlcal College
% % Population Dynamics Unit, KIFP,
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2)

3)

92,

anticipated without greater program effort with emphasis on the younger married
women’s participation in family planning.

It was revealed that the currently practicing rate among married women who all-
egedly recognize the positive need for limiting the family size is still being affected
significantly by the number of sons owned.

That is, 60 per cent of those with one or more sons were currently practicing

contraceptives while that of without son turned out to be only 30 per cent. (see
Table 2) On the other hand, no sign of suci trend could be observed in relation
to the number of daughters. (see Table 3) This also indicates that the goal
aghievement of currently practicing rate as hiéh as 60 per cent in 1981 is less
likely unless the boy preference trend to taper off:

For the future comparative study or evaluation-of currently practicing rates of

contraception, they should be standardized at least by age of married women,
attitude towards the r--mber of children and number of sons owned as described

in this paper.



