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Table 1: Percentage of the population living in urban areas, regions
and selected countries of Asia, selected years 1950 to 2000

Region and country 1950 1960 1970 1980 1985 1990 2000
Asia 162 21.1 232 25.6 269 287 336
East Asia 16.8 250 26.9 28.1 286 295 329
.China 11.0 19.0 20.1 204 20.6 214 25.1
Japan 50.3 62.5 712 76.2 76.5 769 778
Republic of Korea 214 27.7 40.7 56.9 65.3 71.1 79.6
South-east Asia 148 17.6 20.2 240 26.3 29.0 355
Burma 16.1 193 2238 239 239 24.6 282
Indonesia 124 14.6 17.1 222 253 288 36.5
Malaysia 204 252 27.0 342 382 423 504
Philippines 27.1 303 33.0 374 39.6 424 49.0
Thailand 10.5 12.5 133 17.3 198 22.6 259
Viet Nam 117 14.7 18.3 19.3 203 219 27.1
South Asia 159 17.3 19.5 23.2 252 276 336
Afghanistan 58 8.0 110 15.6 18.5 21.7 29.1
Bangladesh 44 5.1 7.6 104 11.9 13.6 18.3
India 17.3 18.0 19.8 234 25.5 280 342
Islamic Republic of Iran 27 336 410 49.1 51.9 549 61.1
Nepal 23 3.1 39 .61 77 9.6 14.3
Pakistan 17.5 221 249 28.1 29.8 320 378
Sri Lanka 144 17.9 219 21.6 21.1 214 242

Source: The Prospects of World Urbanization: Revised as of 1984-1985, Population Studies No. 101 (United Nations publication,
Sales No. E.87.XIIL.3), table A-1.

Note: The figures for Asia and the regions refer to the entire area, including countries of under 10 million population, which

are not shown.
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Figure 1: Percentage of the population living in
urban areas, China, India, Japan, the Philippines
and the Republic of Korea, 1950-2000
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Source: The Prospects of World Urbanization: Revised as of
1984-85, Population Studies No. 101 (United Na-
tions publication, Sales No. E.87.XIII.3), table A-1.
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Table 2: Average annual growth rate of urban and rural population,

and urban-rural growth difference,” regions and selected countries
of Asia, 1970-1980, 1980-1990 and 1990-2000

Regional and country

Average annual growth rate (percentage) Urban-rural growth
Urban Rural difference

1970-  1980- 1990- 1970-  1980- 1990-  1970-  1980- 1990-
1980 1990 2000 1980 1990 2000 1980 1990 2000

Notes:

Asia 3.03 275 3.02 1.71 122 0.73 132 1.53 2.29
East Asia 2.19 1.67 2.16 1.60 0.99 0.59 0.59 0.68 1.57
China 197 1.70 2.67 1.78 1.08 0.64 0.19 0.62 2.03
Japan 1.80 0.67 0.58 -0.77 029 0.07 2.57 0.38 0.51
Republic of Korea 5.12 3.86 241 —-141 -2.40 -2.19 6.53 6.26 4.60
South-east Asia 4.00 3.86 3.71 1.77 1.29 0.72 223 2.57 2.99
Burma 2.64 2.20 3.08 2.04 1.83 1.23 0.60 037 1.85
Indonesia 490 444 3.88 1.63 0.96 0.38 3.27 348 3.50
Malaysia 4.75 440 344 1.32 0.98 0.20 3.43 342 3.24
Philippines 3.77 3.58 340 1.85 1.50 0.72 1.92 2.08 2.68
Thailand 5.10 449 424 1.99 1.14 0.70 3.11 3.35 3.54
Viet Nam 2.89 3.27 4.02 225 1.67 1.19 0.64 1.60 283
South Asia 4.02 3.78 3.70 1.82 1.46 0.89 2.20 2.32 2.81
Afghanistan 5.14 5.98 5.05 1.12 1.95 1.15 4.02 4.03 390
Bangladesh 594 5.36 527 2.49 2.31 1.80 345 3.05 3.47
India 3.87 361 3.54 1.69 1.21 0.63 2.18 2.40 291
Islamic Republic
of Iran 487 395 3.47 161 1.61 0.92 3.26 2.34 2.55
Nepal 6.90 6.81 6.21 221 1.93 1.68 4.69 4.88 453
Pakistan 391 395 3.96 2.28 2.08 1.38 1.63 1.87 2.58
Sri Lanka 1.55 1.54 242 1.73 1.66 080 -0.18 -0.12 1.62
Source: The Prospects of World Urbanization: Revised as of 1984-1985, Population Studies No. 101 (United Nations publication,

Sales No. E.87.XIIL3), tables A-3 and A-5.

The figures for Asia and the regions refer to the entire area, including countries of under 10 million population, which
are not shown.

* = The urban-rural growth difference is the difference between the urban and rural growth rates.
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Table 3: Population and average annual growth rates of the 15
largest urban agglomerations in Asia, 1970 to 2000

Rank in Population in millions Growth rate
1985 Agglomeration (percentage)

1970 1980 1990 2000 1970- 1980- 1990-
1980 1990 2000

Tokyo/Yokohama 1491 17.67 19.28 20.22 1.70 0.87 0.48

1
2 Shanghai 1141 11.75 12.35 14.30 0.29 0.50 147
3 Calcutta 7.12 9.54 12.54 16.53 293 2.73 2.76
4 Seoul 5.42 8.47 11.66 13.77 4.46 3.20 1.66
S Greater Bombay 5.98 853 11.79 16.00 3.55 3.24 3.05
6 Osaka/Kobe 761 871 9.82 10.49 1.35 1.20 0.66
7 Beijing 8.29 9.06 9.59 11.17 0.89 0.57 1.53
8 Jakarta 448 6.65 9.48 13.25 395 3.55 335
9 Tianjin 6.87 7.65 825 9.70 1.08 0.76 1.62
10 Tehran 3.29 5.76 9.38 13.58 5.60 4.88 3.70
11 Delhi 3.64 5.87 9.13 13.24 4.78 4.42 3.72
12 Manila/Quezon City 3.60 596 8.26 11.07 5.04 3.26 293
13 Karachi 3.14 517 8.16 12.00 499 4.56 3.86
14 Bangkok 3.27 4.96 7.38 10.71 4.17 397 3.72
15 Madras 312 4.44 6.03 815 3.53 3.06 3.01

Source: The Prospects of World Urbanization: Revised as of 195419835, Population Studies No. 101 (United Nations publica-
tion, Sales No. E.87.X111.3), table A-9.

2) The prospects of world urbanization:Revised as of 1984—1985 Population
Studies No. 101 (U.N publication, Sales No. E87.X111.3)
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Figure 2: Absolute increase in population of the 12 largest urban
agglomerations in Asia, 1970-1985 and 1985-2000
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13) ESCAP, “Emerging issues and regional activities:Relationship between
rural development and urbanization” (E/SCAP/ POP. 5/5).

14) This discussion draws heavily on United Nations Centre for Human
Settlements (Habitat), Population Distribution and Urbanization : A
Review of Policy Options (Nairobi, 1985).
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15) Phisit Pakkasem, “Decentralization is not the answer”, The Nation,
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Table 1: Infant mortality rates? by age of mother at birth
(World Fertility Survey data, birth 0-9 years prior to survey)

Year of Age of mother at birth (years)
Area/country survey
20 20-29 30-39 40+
South Asia
Bangladesh 1975/76 174 113 113 [124]
Nepal 1976 199 145 129 [155]
Pakistan 1975 195 130 117 [136]
Sri Lanka 1975 72 57 55 [ 96]
South-east and East Asia
Indonesia 1976 125 88 89 [120]
Malaysia 1974/75 56 37 36 [ 41}
Philippines 1978 56 53 62 80
Republic of Korea 1974 [ 80] 43 51 [ 77]
Thailand 1975 102 67 75 [ 87]
Source: Rutstein, 1983.
Notes: [ ] Rate was computed on the basis of fewer than 500 live births.

af Probability of dying before reaching first birthday, per 1,000 live births.
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Infant mortality ratesg‘/ by birth order (World Fertility Survey

Table 2:
data, births 0-9 years prior to survey)
All Birth order
Area/country births
Ist 2nd-3rd 4th-6th Tth+
South Asia
Bangladesh 135 173 139 109 127
Nepal 142 171 140 142 162
Pakistan 139 170 140 125 129
Sri Lanka 60 52 57 59 73
South-east and East Asia
Indonesia 95 © 108 92 86 112
Malaysia 36 41 36 36 47
Philippines 58 45 53 54 80
Republic of Korea 42 44 42 50 75
Thailand 65 71 65 69 103
Source: Rutstein, 1983.
Note: a/ Probability of dying before reaching first birthday, per 1,000 live births.
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