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Figure 31, Comparison between KIFP and KIRBS

in Mean Scores of the value of

Children,
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A Summary Report in FEnglish

A STUDY OF THE ELITsS! OPINIONS REGARDING THE POPULATION

PROBLEM, FAMILY PLANNING AND THE VALUE OF CHILDREN.

I.  Methodology

‘II. Summary and Conclusions






I. Methodology

1. Introduction

This study was prepared and conducted for the purpose of
studing perceptions of the population pfoblem, meaSuring the
knowledge, attitudes and practice rate of family planning,
and knowing the value of children for social elites who were

residing in the surveyed area as of May 1974.

2. Sampling Method

Survey area: Survey areas were Seoul and Kyunggi Province.
Seoul was selected to represent the urban character and Kyunggi
Province (excluding 6 cities) was selected to represent the
rural character in Korea.

Setting of Respondents: The universe which is the object
of this survey is defined as social leaders or elites from the
fields of religion, law, education, business, joﬁrnalism and
rural areas.

The size of the universe as of May, 1974 should be
clearly defined, but getting a complete list of elites by
fields is almost impossible, so currently svailsblelists

had to be used to determine the size of the population.
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The sample universe is as follows:

Religion :

Law :

Education

Business

Jowrnalism

Rural areas :

..

.

Presidents of religious organizations and the
ministers of major churches in Seoul.

Lawyers

Presidents, vice-presidents of universities and
deans of graduate schools and colleges.
Presidents, directors, and section chiefs of
enterprises with more than 1,000 employees.
Presidents, editors in-chief, lead-writers,
managing editors, associate managing editors,
section heads of the political section, economic
section, city section, cultural affairs section,
foreign news section, local section, and research
section.,

Kun-su, Eup & Mhun chiefs, and chiefs of the Agri-
cultural Cooperative Federation,Police Station,

Education,Center and Agricultural Guidance Center,

The size of the sample was 350 and the sampling unit is

a unit composed of the universe,

Field Survey: A pretest was conducted in order to exclude

inadequate items in the questionnaire and to add several new

items befoge the field survey.
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Difficulties in the surveying process were expected in
advance as the objects of the survey were social leaders, who
have reached a high status position.

Letters of introduction to the survey mailed first, then
appointmens were made by telephone, and the interviews were
conducted by interviewers selected for this-study.

Response Rate: As this survey was done without official
authorization, céoperation in some fields was significantly
low.

Among the original sample of 350, 305 were successfully

interviewed making the response rate 87.1 percent.

Among the 45 deemed "impossible to interview", 73.3 per-

cent refused to be interviewed.

II. Summary and Conclusions

l. Elities' Perception of Population Problem

Elites perceived the present rate of population increase
in Korea as rapid. Concerning the problem of world population

growth, they regarded it as very serious or as a serious
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problem, It shows us that leaders who have a greater perspec-
tive are aware of social issues,

In a comparative frame, that is, comparing the seriousness
of social problems like goverty or crime with the problem of
population growth, elites considered population growth as a
slightly more imgortant problem.

When asked what problems can be cuused by rapid population’
growth, elites (except elites in journalism) referred to the
"Food Problem" most frequently and secondly "Economic Dimension"
and thirdly "Social Dimension", |

As for deciding which problems deserve the most sefious
consideration among those problems caused by over-population,
most of the elites chose "Food Problem" (ranging from L5 per-
cent to 73 percent of the elites by field). "Social Problem"
and "Problem of Economic Growth" were chosen secondly and
Ithirdly, respectively.

In the former case, where the categofies were not given,
poverty or un-employment which can be regarded as soqial pro-
blems were included in "Econcmic Dimension',

One~third to 2/3 of the elites referred to "Food Problem"
in the»open~endéd question but in the later categorized

question, 1/2 to 3/L of the elites referred tc "Food Problem".
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As we have seen, the result shows a gap. The fields whiqh
showed the widest gap were journalism and law, having a rate
of response increase of 38.0 percent and 30.6 percent, respec—
tively.

This is due to the order or form of the questions. It
can be supposed that the answers in the former open-ended
guestion were regarded ss the private opinions of the elites
which represented their immediate conception of the population
problem, while in the latter case the answers were regarded as
a public statement of the elites' official opinion.,

A perticular discovery in this study was that elites
emphasized spiritual aspects like the lowering of human values,
loss of human right and selfishness that can be caused by a
popul ation increase.

Looking the difference by fields, elites in rural areas
perceived the rate of population increase in Korea as less
rapid. Comparing social problems with the population problem,
3/5 of the rural elites thought population increase to be a
more serious problem; thus, perception of population problems
in a comparative frame for rural elites was the highest of all
the fields. This can be explained by the fact that in rural

areas the perception of social problems is low compared with
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that in urban areas, but further study is required to make the
reasons for this clear.

Most of the elites thought competition for existence was
very much related to population growth and most of them were
dissatisfied with the natural enviromment around them ( exclud-—
ing the clites in rural areas).

Concerning the prospect of maintaining s balance between
population and resources, the elities had a pessisimistic view.

The most important reason stated for pessimisn was
"Restricted resource capacity" and the reason which elites
referred to secondly was "Population increase ill-balanced
with resources".

Elites were not considered to have much knowledge concern—
ing the population field, because the zero-population growth
which has become the object of world population policy did not
provoke a high response rate, rather the response rate of
elites who found zero-population growth desirable for future
population planning was comparatively low (1/4 to 2/5 of the
elites).

2. Elites!' Values Concerning Family Size and the Preference
for Male Children

The elites' desired number of children averaged from 2.4
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to 2.7 children. It was a low figure compared with other
survey data.’

Looking at the diffusion of the two-children concept, 1/3
(rural areas) to 2/3 (religion) of the respondents gave " 2
children" as the number of children desired and 3/5 (busine;s)
to 4/5 (education) of the respondents thought "1 child is too
few children for a couple to have."

As a contrary trend to the two-children concept, the rate
of respondents whose desired number of children was "3 children"
was from 1/3 (religion) to 2/3 (education), and the rate of
those who said "2 children is too few children for a coupl®& to
have" was from 1/10 (rural areas) tec 1/4 (religion) of the
respondents,

These facts show that among social leaders differences in
the process of diffusion of the valuec of a smell family exist
by fields,

Elites in the rural areas and educaticn field had not

accepted the value of a smagll family. Curiously they had

¥ In "A.Follow—Up Study of the Effectiveness of F;mily Plann-
ing Communications in the Republic of Korea (1974)", the
ideal number of children was 2.9.
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different social backgrounds in education, residence, occupa-
tion and.earnings. So we find that this is due to individual
characteristics (high average age) or psychological factors
(like traditional values, conservatism etc.).

The fields which were found to have confidence in a small
family are religion, business, and journalism and their average
number of children desired ranged from 2.4 children to 2.5
children.

One of the big obstacles to family planning ﬁractice is
the preference for male children, which is deeply rooted in
Korean society. |

Examining to what degree elites were out of this trend,
from 1/5 (rural area) to 1/3 (rcligion) of the elites showed
no preferrence for sons or daughters.

The difference between the number of sons desired and the
number of daughters desired ranged from 0.7 to 0.3.

Rural elites had the highest preference for sons, followed
by the fields of law, business, education and journalism., In
religion the preference for sons was thevlowest of all six

fields (See Table 32.)
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3. Elites' Attitudes toward Family Planning and Population
Policy

Ninety-two percent to 100 percent of the elites indicated
that they "Strongly agree" or "Moderately agree" with the
practice of family planning.

Most of elites regarded the reason for practicing family
planning as "To raise the children well" most frequently and
"To prevent the 1living conditions of the family from falling"
secondly.

Concerning the benefits that can be obtained by practic-
ing family planning, 83 percent to 94 percent of the elites
agreed with the statement "Safeguarding the health of the wife",
and 72 percent of 90 percent of the elites agreed with "Allow-
ing a woman to live a human life more fully" and "Most effec-
tive way to overcome the problem of poverty and under-develop-
ment',

The above fact reveals to us that elites gave greater
importance tc benefits for individuals rather than for the
éountry.

As the belief that the individual can impfove his lot in
1life was a motivating force in modernization and social
development, the recognition that the ccuple themselves can
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determine the number of children they have is important to the
practice of family planning. Eighty percent to 94 percent of
the e€lites thought couples can control the.number of children
they have. Thirteen percent of the religious elite believed
that "God or Fate" determines the number of children each
couple has,

Most elites (3/4 - 9/10) thought that information about
family planning should be available not only to married people
but also to single adults.

The willingness to recommend family planning to their
children was highest among the elites in law (96 percent of
respondents), and the willingness to persuade the people that
family planning is good was highest among the elites in rural
areas (94 percent).

One~-fifth of the religious elites disapproved of includ-
ing a family planning program in the school curriculum and 1/10
of the elites in journalism were prepared to argue against the
necessities of family planninge.

Except for religious elites, 3/4 to 4/5 of the elites
approved the induced abortion in the case when "The family
already has the number of children it wants and does not wish

any more children'”,
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Religious elites showed the most favorable attitude in the
case when "The family cannot afford:economically to raise the
children properly.".

Concerning the population policy, most of the elites
approved of the govermmental family planning program, while
they disapproved of the policy that imposes taxes and the policy
of discouraging early marriage.

Among religious elites the approval rate was higher than
in other fields toward the pclicy that encourages young people
to marry late.

As the elites who were interviewed for this study were
mostly the heads of some orgsnizations or secfion heads, it is
meaningful to learn of their intention to support family plann~'
ing activities fcr all emplcyees.

Three-fifths to 4/5 of the elites have thought sbout the
number of family members supported by their employees.

Among them 3/5 to 4/5 of the elites perceived the average
number of dependents per employee as 4-5 persons,

A wide range from 1/3 (journalism) to 9/10 (rural areas)
of the elites intended to recommend family planning practice
to all employees, while 2/5 ( journalism) to 4/5 (rural areas)

of the elites intended to provide financial support in cases of
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induced abortion.,

Comparing the two cases, elLites in law, business, and
journalism were more inclined to support induced abortion. By
occupational fields, rural elites showed the greatest support
for family planning and elites in journalism showed the lowest

rate.

L, Elites Value of Children

The hypothesis that elites have a more modernized view con-
cerning children, that is, they emphasize psychological factor
rather than the instrumental valué of children traditionally
held, can be considered to be partially proved in this study
by a comparison with the data from KIRBS,

Concerning emotional values, like fulfillment in marriage
and a source of happiness or integration of the family, a
result similar to the KIRBS study can be seen.

Regarding traditional values of children like preserving
the family tradition and économic security in old age, the
scores were significantly low compared with the data from KIRBS.

Of course we can not deduce the patterns of the importance
of children from this survey only and the value of children
for elites should be studied through other approaches in the

future. ~138 -
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Opinion Survey Questionnaire Regarding the Population

Problem and the Value of Children

June 1974

Korean Institute for Family Planning






1.

3.

I. Perception of Population Problem

How do you think the Korean population is growing now?

l! Increasing slowly

2 IIncreasing moderately

3

|Increasing rapidly

I

Don't know

How serious problem do you think is the rate of world popu~
lation growth?

1

Very serious

2[::]Serious

!A little serious

What do you think about the rate of Korean population
growth? Do you consider it more serious than other social
problems like poverty or crime?

1

Population growth is more serious.

2

Both are same.

Social problems are more serious.

Don't know,
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b

5e

What are some of the bad phenomena that can occur if the
number of people in a country increases too fast?

(Write as respondents say: Do not give "Hints")

Probe: What are some of the problems that can be caused by
having the number of people increasing too fast?

Nowadays, it is heard that competition for existence is
very severe. To what degree do you think this competition
is related to population growth?

1' lRelated much

2‘__ARelated a little

3

L

5

Not related
Not at all related

Don't know

Do you consider the natural environment around you satis-
factory or unsatisfactory?

1

2

Satisfied with present environment

Dissatisfied

3{ lModerate

Last winter we had a world-wide energy cirisis., Regarding
the prospect of solving the problem of resource shortages,
do you have an optimistic view or a pessimistic one?

(Probe:

1

Why do you think so?)

Optimistic view
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2 IPessimistic view

3[::l0thers

8. Which would be better for our country in the next 10 years?

1 Population rapidly increasing
2 Population graduaglly increasing

Same population as we have now

Population gradually decreasing

v o~ W

Don'!t know

9. Below are the fields that can be influenced by over-popu-
lation. Which area do you think is most important?

1 Kconomic growth

2 Food problem

Pollution

Social problems

oW

Others

II. Attitude toward Family Size

10, Considering the people around you, what would you say is
the average number of children they have?

children
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11, A. Supposing that you were newly married and could have
exactly the number of children you wanted, how many

children would you have?

children

B. Among them how many would be boys and how many would
be girls?

Doesn't matter seeeeses

Boys

Girls

12, When an individual plans his family size, do you think
it is necessary for him to consider that he has a res-
ponsibility to society for helping to maintain a desirable
population size? '

1 [Not necessary to consider

2 Necessary to consider

3 Don't know

13.. A, How many children must a couple have for you to think
that they have too many children?

B. How many children must & couple have for you to think
that they have too few?
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14.

III.‘ Value of Children

Now I am going to ask for your opinion sbout children.
First, tell me whether you agree or disagree with the
statement, and then distinguish it as strongly, moderately,

or slightly.
INSTRUCTION : (Showing the Show Card to the respondent)

If your opinion is very strong, say strong.
If your opinion is not quite so strong, say moderately.
If your opinicn is uncertain or weak, say slightly.

% Ask the respondent item No. 1 and confirm yourself if
he (She) understands it or nct. (Repeat instructions
if necessary. )

Agfee Disagree
{23 |112]3

1)

2)

3)

4) Raising children is a heavy

5)

6)

Caring for children is a tedious
and boring job.

It is important to have children
so that family traditions will
live on,

The family with children is the
only place in the modern world
where a person can feel comforta-

ble and happy.

financial burden for most people.

A good reason for having children
is that they can help when
parents are too old to work.

Having children makes a stronger
bond between hushband and wife.
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Agree Disagree-m

11231123

7) Having children causes many dis-
agreements and problcms between
husband and wife,

8) The really important things in
life can be learned only from the
experience of raising children.

9) When you have children you have
to give up a lot of other things
that you enjoy.

10) A person can feel that part of
him lives on after death if he
has children.

11) It is only with a child that a
person can feel completely free
to express his love and affection.

12) A person with children is looked
up to in-the community more than
a person without children.

* 1. Strongly 2. lModerately 3. Slightly

15. How important do you think it is to have at least one male
descendant?
l[ Very important. 1In any case, there must be one.

2‘ ]Desirable but not necessary to be discouraged if no
son is born.

3 Not at all important.
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16.

17.

18,

19.

What do you say is the possibility of 1iving with your
children or grandchildren when you get.old?

1 lCertainly live together

2 Probably live together

Probably not live together

Certainly not live together

i e W

Don't sure

How much education would you like to give your children?

Sons | Daughters

1) Middle School

2) High School

3) College or more

What kind of occupation would you like for your children
to have? (Write as respondent wished, even though child-
ren had grown up and already have occupations.)

Son

Daughter

IV, Attidudes toward Family Planning

What is your general opinion of couples practicing family
planning? '

1 Strongly agree

-147-



n

(”""Mbderately agree

Moderately disagree

Strongly disagree

L\, B S O

Uncertain

20, A. Which do you think is the major reason for people to
practice family planning?
(After reading the categories, allow the respondent
to choose only the one category which is considered
most important.)

1 To elevate the national income per capita

2 To prevent the living conditions of the family
— from falling

To raise the children well

To protect the mother's health

Selfishness, low morelity; irreligiousness

No reason supported

~3_ o o B W

Others

B. Would you agree with the above reason?

1 Agree

2 Disagree

21. Do yoﬁ have intentions to do the following?

1) When my children grow up, I will l I

advise them to practice family planning.
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22,

23.

24

25.

2) I will oppose the program of includ-
ing family plsnning in the school
curriculun. )

3) I am prepared to argue against the
necessities of family planning.

4) I will persuade those who oppose
family planning, that family
planning is good.

Do you know some methods of family planning?

l[:::Have some knowledge

2[::"Don't know

Have you ever practiced family planning?

1[: Yes
2[:;_No

Do you believe that information agbout birth control ought
to be available to.married persons only, or irrelative to
marital status, available to any single adult person who
wants it?

1 Married persons only

2} Single adults.

3 No response

Here are some occasions for wanting an abortion. Would
you please tell me whether or not you approve or disap~
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Approve Disapprove

1) Any married woman who wants to ’
have an abortion should be - I— S
allowed so long as she and her
spouse agree.

2) The family already has the
number of children it wants =
and does not wish any more
children.

3) In the case when the family
cannot afford economically - L
to raise the children properly.

4) If a woman is pregnant but not
married, and the father of the
child refuses to marry her.

26, Some people believe that God or Fate determines how many
children you are going to have, while others think that
by using family planning each couple can control the
number of children they will have. What do you think?

q, 1God or fate controls the number of children.

Each couple can control how many children it
— will have.
3 Undecided, not sure.

27. Below are some of the benefits that can be brought by
praticing family planning. Do you agree with them or not?

1) Family planning is important for
safeguarding the health of the wife.

2) Family planning allows a woman to

live a human life more fully,
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3) Family planrfing is the most l '
effective way to overcome the
‘problems of proverty and under-
development,

4) There is no benefits to be
gained by practicing family
planning.

V. Attitudes toward Population Policy

28. Here arc some suggestions to affect population growth.
Please tell me whether or not you approve or disapprove
of each one.

1) The government should have a program to teach every
fertile couple in the country how to control the family
size.

3 No firm opinion

2) The govermment should pass a law that imposes a tax
upon couples who have 4 children or more.

1[ ]Approve
2 Disapprove

3 No firm opinion

3) We should teach young people in school the importance
of having small families so that they will want to
control their fertility when they get married.
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lr_ """ | Approve

2___JDisapprove

3 No firm opinion

L) The government should pass laws forcing young people to
delay getting married until they have reached a certain
agee

1 Approve

2[::]Disapprove

3 ~—lNo firm opinion

(Probe: Ask respondents who approve, the adequate age
at marriage)

Male

Famale

VI. Items about the Organization

29. How many employee. arc there in your organization?

Persons

30, A. Have you ever thought sbout the number of family
members supported by your employees?

1| lHave thought about it

2| |Never thought about it
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31.

32-

1.

2.

B. (If yes, average number of supported family members
per employee)

Persons

Do you have any intention of mass educating or recommen-
dating family planning to all of your employees?

l[::}Yes
2[::]No

In the case when family members of your employees want to
have abortions for economic or other reasons, are you
willing to support these employees"welfare expenses?

VIII. Personal Data of Respondent

How old are you? Years of age

Do you have a religious faith? What is it?
l[::JChristianity

2 Catholic

3 Buddihism

4L Others

5 No religion
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L

5

6.

In what kind of occupation was your father engaged?

(If agriculture, please write the number of pyung he farmed
and if he was with an organigzation, state the status or
position of that organization.)

How much education have you received?

(In case you did not complete the course, note it as such.)
l[::JNo education

2[:::Elementary school

3 Middle school

High school

—“fICollege

[ A ~

Graduate School

What is your marital status?

1 Married

2 Separated

3 Divorced

h*“*Widowed

5 Single (Go to question 10)

When did you first get married?

Years of age
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9.

A.

A.

How old is your spouse?

Years of age

How many living children do you have?

Sons

Daughters

Total

Did any of your children die after live birth?

Sons

Daughters

Total

Do you want additional children?

1[::]Yes

2 No

(If yes) How many more children do you want?

Total

3 Uncertain

Sons

Daughters

" No preferrence ... [::]
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'10. How many are there in your family?

Persons

11. How much money has your family spent monthly on the
average during the past 3 months?

1 50,000 won under

2 50,000 - 100,000 won

100,000 -~ 200,000 won

200,000 -~ 300,000 won

VB W

300,000 wen or more
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Respondent!

Name of Respondent'!s Organization :

Residence of Respondent's Organization :

Interviewer's Name

Field Supervisor!s Name

Interviewer's Report

s Name :

(Status)

Nu@bgr of | Interviewing Interyiewing Result# Appointmen?
Visits Date Time date and time
. 7
2 ‘
3 s

* Code ll ]Interview completed.

2

next time,

Others

Interview partly completed.

Appointment to visit next time.

Refusal -~ Impossible to interview.
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