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O Founded in 1971 and now affiliated with the Prime Minister's Office, the
Korea Institute for Health and Social Affairs (KIHASA) is a leading think
tank committed to improving the quality of health care and welfare
systems. KIHASA's contribution to the promotion of evidence-based
decision-making rests on its research activities running the gamut from
national surveys to highly intensive policy analyses. Visit KIHASA's

Website  at  http://www.kihasa.re kr/html/jsp/english/  or  email to

sunduru@kihasa.re.kr for further information.

O EANSIATY 50 HHIRH AANY AY;

“Sharing Korea’s Health Experience with the World”

O International Workshop on Health Policy and Program Management is a
fortnight's training course. The workshop is delivered at KIHASA once a
year on a wide array of themes including long-term health plan and

evaluation, national health insurance, health promotion, population and



reproductive health and women's health. Designed to share the Korean
experience with participants, most of whom are health officials and experts
from developing countries around the world, the training course employs
such participatory techniques as discussion, group tasks, presentation of
country reports, and brainstorming. For more information, email to

foldflow@kihasa.re.kr

O HYIEAHOl 2M: “Empowering People with Better Health Information”

O Since launched in 1998 by the Ministry of Health and Welfare and
KIHASA, the National Health Promotion Information System has
contributed a great deal to health education for all Koreans. At

http://healthguide.or.kr, the web-based system provides a wealth of most

updated health information. Topics on the Health Guide cover virtually
every conceivable aspect of today's healthcare in Korea, including disease
prevention strategies, drug information, and hospital administration. Also,
this is an excellent storchouse of health statistics and education materials,
newspaper and broadcast reports, expert views, research outcomes, webzines,
self-diagnosis tools, and question-and-answer services. Visitors to this

Website last year numbered 2.2 million.

(] ALY A W: “Guide to a Smokeless Korea”

O Korea's high rate of smokers put the health of many of its people under
jeopardy, which called for an effort to implement a national smoking

cessation program. An integral part of such an effort was the establishment
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in 2001 of the portal site geumyeon gillajabi (http://nosmokeguide.hp.kr). A

rich wellspring of smoking cessation information, geumyeon gillajabi
features, to name a few among many others, smoking cessation classes for
different groups of smokers, e-counseling, expert columns, and no-smoking
webzines. The number of visitors to geumyeon gillajabi in the year 2006
alone exceeded 2 million, of whom well over 50% were from out of the

country.
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20061 @ 7]Fo g oF 1309 W] HIV ZEA7E Ax e AH

ok 2 oA HIV/AIDSE o}2 EAHIA = Jolglth spA g 7+

Hojopel @2 I7belM = At FAEe] Fastal Jlow wkFof
55 U= AMEE

T7IUek 22 It e FEUER HpolE s A
S

97193 971289 AHEYG A9 g F7HE Yol A ol
3 Fa® BA o5 BAZ dobdth MeBIT oot
WHO A GAF-AE olAlost BB Ao 97192 ogsn
#23t7] 9% A9



50

A HATER ASHoE Yt Aok EF AHFEF Aol
A A, AusE AR T UEND <ARGE A% AR

A 2~¥] (Rapid Alert System for Combating Counterfeit Medicines)©]
AAAA R it glo] F=o] Faelr Ax FFs 2ot

el 28 =88 F3

=3 M

WHO Mg g A2 sledxgae] J9 stol wujote] 49
el A slen, e 3550 WHO FHliAl 71 23 & vl
=3 A WA WHO ASHORA ApAls 7hAAL gtk

HEHAY 2

Lv] WAbs <, vk, ek, AW Aol Fdgle] ST
ol mEh Al wHEd AR FA =Fo] FoiHa dn.ra
T

e A AFs)= 21 HAE WHO A9 ARFA AR 02 st
= PEAEE A9 F8vE 2 Aot v wiAbE Apale] £ oA <
7IE PHEEEtY] Aol o7 Al=F g, A5 2dsier 22
83 ol E ¥ HE AolFa AFIH

o 2ASE ARV DasAAY JIHFE S YsHA A & HS-
Ms Marilu Lingad(Tel. +63 917 844 368,
email: cordingleyp@wpro.who.int) 2 12}35}1A] 7] vlgiy o).



il
J
=

Press Release

World Health
Organization Puic inomaion ofice

Tel: (63 2) 528 9991
Email:
PIO Unit@wpro.who.int

Western Pacific Region

WHO's goveming body reviews WHO's work in the Westem Pacific

Fifty-eighth Session of the WHO Regional Committee for the Western Pacific
1014 September 2007, Jeju, Republic of Korea

Jeju, Republic of Korea, 11 September 2007—The Regional
Committee for the Western Pacific began its five-day review of the
World Health Organization's work in Asia and the Pacific to ensure
that WHO's health programmes, in collaboration with Member States,

are effective and are on track.

Dr Shigeru Omi today reported to the Regional Committee, WHO's
governing body in the Region, on a number of health issues such as
the creation of a new initiative to improve the quality of health, the
assurance of an action plan should a human pandemic associated with
avian influenza were to break out in the Region and progress made

in addressing the problems of tuberculosis, HIV/AIDS and malaria.
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Quality of health care

Dr Omi will present this week a draft policy framework, People
Health Care Initiative, for the endorsement of the Regional
Committee. The framework focuses on developing health care that is
more balanced, holistic and people centred. A related advocacy book

is also expected to be published in November.

Avian influenza

Dr Omi called on Member States to maintain constant vigilance as
the avian influenza virus, H5N1, continues to be entrenched in several
countries in the Region and in neighbouring regions. "If a human
pandemic associated with avian influenza were to break out in our
Region, rapid containment would be our highest priority. Building a
stockpile of antiviral drugs, personal protection equipment and other
supplies is only one part of the equation—deploying those supplies is

the other," Dr Omi said.

Tuberculosis control

The Western Pacific Region has become the first and only WHO
region to meet the intermediate 2005 targets—detecting 70% of
estimated cases, successfully treating 85% of those cases, and ensuring

that 100% of the population has access to the WHO recommended



directly observed treatment, short-course (DOTS). Despite this
progress, however, much more needs to be done to address problem

areas within countries, such as multidrug- resistant TB.

HIV/AIDS

HIV/AIDS continues to be a challenge in the Western Pacific Region,
where an estimated 1.3 million people were living with HIV at the
end of 2006. However, progress has been apparent in both the
declining prevalence of new cases in countries such as Cambodia, and
the increasing number of people receiving antiretroviral therapy such

as Papua New Guinea.

Mosquito-borne diseases

Malaria morbidity and mortality has continued to decrease in most
endemic countries in the Region, but drugresistant strains are

continuing to hamper control efforts.

Dengue fever and dengue haemorrhagic fever remain major public
health problems in many countries of the Western Pacific Region.
The WHO Regional Offices for the Western Pacific and South-East
Asia are working together to develop a biregional framework to

prevent and control dengue in Asia and the Pacific.
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There is good news regarding mosquito-born disease with China
having achieved a public milestone with the elimination of lymphatic
filariasis, a disease that is debilitating and disfiguring. The Republic
of Korea is expected to follow suit as it takes the final process of
verifying the interruption of the transmission of filariasis by the end

of this year.

Essential medicines

WHO continues to work with Member States to increase access to
safe and affordable medicines. In addition, the Rapid Alert System for
Combating Counterfeit Medicines, a computerized information-sharing
network developed in the Western Pacific Region, is now being
replicated globally, thus, helping authorities identify fake drugs in the

supply chain.

Tobacco control

The WHO Western Pacific Region, in collaboration with its Member
States, has been a leader in the fight against tobacco. The Region
also takes pride in being the first WHO Region to have all Member

States ratify the WHO Framework Convention on Tobacco Control.



Noncomunicable diseases

"Efforts to combat noncommunicable diseases continue to expand in
the Region as we battle the everincreasing number of cases of
diabetes, obesity, hypertension and heart disease,"

Dr Omi said.

Next year's Regional Committee will be Dr Omi's last session as
WHO Regional Director. Before he winds down his second term, Dr
Omi said he will have more to report on important issues such as

health systems development and global warming.

For more information or request to interview WHO specialists, please
cal Ms Marilu Lingad at (63) 918 918 1094; email:
lingadm@wpro.who.int or Mr Peter Cordingley at (+63) 917 844 368;

email: cordingleyp@wpro.who.int.
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