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Abstract

Assistance Programs for Low-Income Families in
Korea and Policy Suggestions

The purpose of this study is to examine the current status of
assistance programs for low-income families in Korea and to
provide policy suggestions to improve the assistance programs
for the low-income families, including those in near poverty. In
particular, this study focuses on the impacts of the current re-
form of the Basic Livelihood Security System (BLSS), public as-
sistance programs in Korea, on low-income assistance
programs. Using the recent administrative data from the
Ministry of Health and Welfare, the descriptive analyses find
that services and benefits for low-income families are highly
concentrated among BLSS recipients. Findings of this study
suggest that low-income assistance programs prioritize the
low-income families with special needs over the BLSS
recipients. According to the new guidelines for the BLSS, the
low-income assistance programs should provide low-income
families with customized benefits or services with more sim-

plified eligibility criteria.
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