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Table 1. Percent of Currently Married Women Aged 15~ 44 Ever Having an Abortion,
1964~1982
HERBA (15~44)2] AT HER+T# EERE, 19641982

Residence 1964 1966 1968 1971 1973 1976 1978 1982
National 7 14 16 26 30 39 49 50
Urban 15 27 26 37 37 46 57 52
Rural 4 7 10 19 24 29 38 44

Source : 1964 : Ministry of Health and Social Affairs MOHSA), Family Planning, 1964.

1966 : MOHSA, National Family Planning Survey, 1966.

1968 : Kap Suk Koh, et al., National Fertility and Family Planning Survey, Seoul, Nation-
al Family Planning Center, 1970.

1971 : Hyun Sang Moon, et al., Fertility and Family Planning: An Interim Report on 1971
Fertility-Abriion Survey, Korean Institute for Family Planning (KIFP) 1972

1973 : Kun Young Song, and Seung Hyun Han, 1973 National Planning and Fertility Sur-
vey:A Comprehensive Report. Seoul, KIFP, 1974,

1976 : Byung Tae Park, et al., The 1976 National Fertility and Family Planning Eva-
luation Survey. Seoul, KIFP, 1979,

1978 : Jong-Hwa Byun and Kap Suk Koh, 1978 Family Planning and Fertility Survey,
Seoul, KIFP, 1979.

1982 : J. K. Lim, 1986 National Family Health :An Interim Report of Abortion, Seoul,
KIPH, 1932.

22id] 198140 o] 2 e A= ik mASl A LMEIRF BRSO 5234l E 2 4
3 gEgiel 1978 FERE S st odlad ¥ 5HAE FES @Al b, RAE
A g5 AL mmsled 4454 E Ki#go] et

FE@H ATHHRFE KERE

Ewnl A THEDE REBRO HBE ¥a 1971~19784F WRHAAAE 2 FnfE
ol A HESEh B K] 5 Hhnshs Mm-S JebH I ek

EREE RS Mkl A e e ATHHESHE LRES Jebd FiwE-Z 35~
39 ek o) FEWmBAAE L HminEs AH(E2BK).

19784 3 19824F 2] F#bF MR RBRS el 2= 15~24m%°l  (EFKE
A kel Aol A THERFRREERe] & kil 22 A ERT Hifd X
Bkl A 2 A B %S JebiSeh 25~295%el A= KE ALl ZA--ellrE 19
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784l wistd WA E EASW HEH Bl A MimE 2ok 30~34 Kol
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2E "=zl BT Aolebs BEE sHAlSET glrl

3 % B 2= 198143 19834 WS 3hal Fboll dofwtwd ATHiRDHE &
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Figure |.Percent of Currently Married Women Aged 15~ 44 Ever Having an Abortion,

1964~ 1982
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Table 2. Percent Distibution of Currently Married Women Aged 15~44 Ever Having
an Abortion, 1971~ 1982
FE i X FmE) A TiRDEEESE, 19711982

" National Metropolitan
ge

1971 1973 1976 1978 1983 1971 1973 1976 1981 1982
19~24 11 10 16 19 19 19 15 22 22 22

25~29 18 19 27 36 39 27 26 33 45 42
30~34 30 29 46 54 55 45 43 59 66 59
35~39 38 43 50 62 64 56 65 65 74 68

40~44 33 40 45 61 66 52 60 63 71 72
Total 26 30 39 49 50 40 44 50 58 53
i Other Urban Rural
1971 1973 1976 1978 1982 1971 1973 1976 1978 1982
15~24 15 14 21 27 17 5 19 9 14 8
25~29 21 19 31 37 41 12 14 19 27 32
30~34 40 33 44 65 58 20 22 36 37 45
35~39 52 54 58 71 65 28 30 37 48 57
40~44 40 45 46 71 69 26 30 36 51 63
Total 34 33 41 57 51 19 24 29 38 44

HAER 19814 =gk 19834l ol ¥ 3vAE TolEst BN ER
B KeERR AIAM = 19814, 19834 EF 25~29% o] FwBEql A 27 14.294lE
ot 11 154AE=2 A4 FUct & B AT @3 BRESE 25~295%
FpE ol A ATHHRFME RBRo] Al Fch

LAEe] R o] Ro] Za stk 30fRel A wwd ATIERPHER ] Kl ol oh =
208 $y AR KA 2 th ol=4 o] FEiEHe ¥
HERS) 22 BIEEERC] 4= Aot = Sk

L. ok =
2 =

dlo

By
Ll

2. AT #ftgRep#@seo| BEHHERE

& i AT MEgRE#E SR (Total Marital Abortion Rate) -2 HRMBIA 1AE IHHUIN 5
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Table 3. Percent of Currently Married Women Aged 15—~44 Having at Least One

Induced Abortion for One Year

EEEL ATfirpie £8as, 1981 % 1983

in 1981 and 1983

Age National Urban Rural Metropolitan ~ Other Urban

31* gax* 1981 1983 1981 1983 1981 1983 1981 1983
15~19 4.8 12: 5 = 16.7 7.7 10.0 = — — 33,3
20~24 6.8 6.7 7.8 8.0 5.1 4.4 8.3 75 7.1 3.1
25=29 4.2 11.1 15.7 119 10.8 9.1 14.7 12.6 17.5 10.0
30~34 12.9 9.0 15.0 9.8 8.7 6.8 14.8 9.6 15.4 10. 4
35~39 9.5 4.2 9.8 4.5 9.7 3.7 9.0 3.0 9.9 8.8
40~44 4.8 2.2 4.8 2.6 4.8 1.8 3.8 2.2 6.5 3.6
Total 10.2 T:2 11..5 8.1 79 5.8 11.2 7.8 12.3 8.9

% KIPH, 1982 National Family Health Survey, Seoul, 1983

x% KIPH, Comprehensive Survey of the Aging Population:An Interim Report of 1984 Family
Planning and Mortality Survey, Seoul, KIPH, 1984

— Not available

Figure 2. Percent Distribution of Currently Married Women Aged 15—44 Having at

Least One Induced Abortion in 1981 and 1983
EEE ALHHRDH &5 1981 X 1983 (&)
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i (HICE et Aol
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B = @B minsle] Srhrb 198145 WA= ] tAfFSEe] 19834 Bl —#
AT MR R# RS 154 @ial 19684 2] K#AES u]43t 79. 1019k HEHZ Asin=
20~445% HEMBEEA 1,00045% M A THHRSHIEE S 1963%F 3814 104 %<l
19734 o] 1052 2 #pS L Ao 156 #%9l 19784l & 1242 196340 ®lsted -+
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FWH BEMBFA S ATHIRPHER

#4 2 B3-1, 3-2014 e Y= vl o] A THMHRPHEFK ] Al =0 4
HSFE 2 19634, 19684, 19734F, 19757 2] E& F/&oll A 30~34mkhrol o) o, 19784
ol = 25~295% % 35~39i%ell 4] 156 2 Al Eobi, 19814 3} 19834 ol = 20{CH 1

@Al A AL Fob 27 1583 122 %ict.
FEMH A THERFRERA A ehd fERZ v Fo] Eal 1978 7421E 3010 ARA

Table 4, Trend in Age Specific and Total Induced Abortion Rates for Currently
Married Women, 19631983
FER AEEHFA S| AT Hikpiek eSS

Age National Urban Rural

1963 1968 1973 1975 1978 1981 1983 1963 1968 1973 1975 1978 1981 1983 1963 1968 1973 1975 1978 1981 1983

20~24 6 12 8 6 70 74 73 29 25 29 97 8 8 8 6 -~ 139 29 51 62 48
25~29 29 46 75 8 156 158 122 43 71 78 100 186 171 131 18 21 72 68 108 122 101
30~34 58 90 137 160 148 146 103 93 107 132 200 172 170 113 33 77 142 108 14 94 77
35~39 40 69 88 149 156 106 45 65 86 140 170 164 108 49 22 57 49 127 47 103 37
40~44 - 31 2 70 54 48 2 - 43 46 70 65 48 26 -~ 22 5 70 4 48 18

TMAR* 07 12 21 27 29 27 18 12 17 21 32 34 29 20 04 0.9 20 20 23 21 14

G.M.A.R** 38 711054 111.0124.2113.3 79.1 - - - 133.6146.8128.3 89.3 - - - 862 95.8 86.5 58.0

* T.M. A.R: Total Marital Abortion Rates
** G.M. A.R: General Marital Abortion Rates
— Not available

AlAI A ATHEgRFH] AL ol BITUN S, 19814 o] FH-6 = 20/ A Al
A ATHRF#EC] ol ol FAXL AFS & 7 Uk o|obA L FHRS MM THE
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Figure 3—1. Trend in Age Specific and Total Induced Abortion Rates for Currently
Married Women, 1963~1983
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Figure 3—2. Trend in Age Specific and Total Induced Abortion Rates for Currently
Married Women in Urban and Rural Areas, 1963~1983
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19735 o] HEBIRA N A A Dol HESRPHE-S 39084 02 HeE s P o) 2 Qlaled
W= HES K9 168 T, 1975%F ol 231F-#, 1978%F ol s T3 271F ol Dei= o
B OHES D ek zev 198140l 256 T4, 19834 ¢l = 191 FH:o 24 19814F L)
® HEMHEE A2 e U},

Table 5. Births Averted by Induced Abortion, 19731981
AT HHRFAE O 25t HEEMSH H#E

Year Estimated Estimated
Number of Number of
Induced Abortion Births Averted

1973 390,000 168,000

1975 536,000 231,000

1978 630,000 271,000

1981 596,000 256,000

1983 443,000 191,000

Note : Annual estimates of induced abortion events for currently married women aged 15~44.

4. AT iR, BFEEEER 3 HERS| #HEY LY

#6 9 E4E= FEY &itHESR (Total Fertility Rate) ¢ £ F #&d o2 &it A
THtRPHER o YRR S BRE el Aolcl

19734 o] GatHERL 3.9, At A Litgrp#asR o] 2.1, 2| BHERRK 3654l
EQom THEFM-S 3 53 4AE HEch 197640 HitHIERS 3.224 1973
HebE £ 0.70] {EF = ubw, AiPALMRFHERS 0.6, L2l BMHEEBR 8
HAE Az s olet

19784 0| 7% AatHpER-S 3.0K#Eo g1, G5t A THIRDMR-S 2,924 &t HpE
Kb w)5qt K] ol2 o BMMEBERS 499 A E At 19824 dl= AatHER
< 2.7, GIALMURREERS 2,72 1978FE Bk 0.27F Holxl+= #BfRS

2 B

Eb olo = BEMEERA 4= 9 HAE FTE} BWnxl 58s{4l E el M ZAR
5 FIEEEC] widte Al Soiu &8 BMMZAXRT 48.454A B soich

19844 Bif: AitHERSL AT HHRPRERS 22k 2. 491 1.82 19824 Hcops A
BT b, HMEERS 709 AER FAs ®Winstdch 53 AHERT-S i BEKET

B 249 1 048 EfEsl= 595 AESiE)

38



ol el A vehd FERZ u] o] B o) 1978 7hx] Se|lvele] HES KTl 2 daF
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7b vEbrl Aztglel S BEMEERERS o Z sl e Kifidl, A LEHRRERS
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Table 6. Trend in Fertility Rates, Abortion Rates and Practice Rates of Family
Planning, 1973~1984
FER ATHRPER, BAERER U HEKRC| BEHHEE

Year Events Total Age
Rates 15~19 20~24 25~29 30~34 35—~39 40~44 45~49
1973 Induced Abortion 2.1 86 75 137 88 22
Rates (per 1,000)
Family Planning 36 12 28 38 53 39
Practice Rates (%)
Sterilization 4.6 = 2 5 8 6
Fertility Rates 39 10 146 301 220 88 19 3
(per 1,000)
1976' Induced Abortion 2.7 65 86 160 149 70
Rates (per 1,000)
Family Planning 44 15 32 56 62 45
Practice Rates (%)
Sterilization 8.3 1.0 4.4 11.4 13 9
Fertility Rates 2 0 7 275 142 49 18 1
(Per 1, 000) - . @
1978 Induced Abortion 2.9 70 156 148 156 54
Rates (per 1,000)
Family Planning 49 16 38 62 66 47
Practice Rates (%)
Sterilization 16.5 1.8 11.:9 24. 4 24.9 12
Fertility Rates 3.0 6 134 244 119 29 13
(per 1,000)
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Table 6. Continued

Year Events Total Age
Rates 15~19 20~24 25~29 30~34 35~39 40~44 45~49

1982 % Induced Abortion 2.7 74 158 146 106 48
Rates (per 1,000)
Family Planning 58 23 44 12 80 63
Practice Rates (%)
Sterilization 28.1 4.9 17. 4 39.7 47.8 34.8
Fertility Rates 2.7 12 161 245 94 23 3
(per 1,000)

1984 % Induced Abortion 1.8 73 122 103 45 22
Rates (per 1,000)
Family Planning 70 32 62 86 87 72
Practice Rates (%)
Sterilization 41.4 8.5 29.4 53.7 54. 4 45.8
Fertility Rates 2.4 6 141 242 66 2 6

(per 1,000)

1) Abertion and Fertility Rates in 1975, and Practice Rates of Family Planning in 1976.
2) Atortion and Fertility Rates in 1981, and Practice Rates of Family .Planning in 1982.
3) Abortion and Fertility Rates in 1983, and Practice Rates of Family Planning in 1984.

ot Blgo ftEfEEE ¥ub ohviel =& Ml A & = 3] ozl § o] obd
< glek

AT HUE R, MR, 3 IR ] Bt S 2w 197319844 Jjli]ol HipE R
o] Ml =L FWIE-S 25~29m = 4 197340l 301, 1976% 275, 19784 244, 19814
245, 1®|3L 1983l = 2428 #Eglol HALE ARIska oleh. vl HERGHEEK o
7hA EL mpE-S 1978 7= 30fA et 19824 LR HEE K] 7HA £ 25~29i%
f@e g =lelupES shaglch MHEREEK] M - FE - 3539 = 1973
ol 535 41 E, 19764 629] Al E, 19784 6631 4A1E, 1982%F ] 803|432, 1984
of = 87 M E & A ¥tk

HpEsRo| 71 =2 25~20%)F o) MigRb#E 2 BHEZE BHRE 5 o A LHERPE
Ko o wbel BEHEFTRE RS (K KBS e
ATt 2 HEERS oS KT 477 el 25~295% fw A o] B

2
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Figure 4. Trend in Fertility Rates. Induced Abortion Rates and Family Planning
Practice Rates, 1973~1984
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1) FLUERES, SBBUK it B %, 1961~1980, it MIBFIERE, 1981
2) phEEfE, mEE ALKEPEEEC ] P, KK #IFFERE, 1979

3) Korean Institute for Population and Health (KIPH), 1982 National Family Health Survey, Seoul, KIPH,
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Abstract

A Review on Induced Abortions in Korea: 1964-1983

Jong Kwon Lim* - Tai Min Song**

For the past twenty years, a decline in fertility has been achieved by strengthened national

family planning programs and an increased number of induced abortions. There is no doubt that

abortion has been a major contributing factor in the decline of fertility.

Although abortion was widely practised as a means of fertility control from 1960 to 1980,

abortion have decreased since 1981 among married women aged of 20 to 44 years.

1)

2)

4)

Experienced abortion of national prevalence rate was 7 percent in 1964, 14 percent in 1966,
39 percent in 1976, 49 percent in 1978, and 50 percent in 1981. Aborted women’s rate was
much higher in urban areas than rural areas: the rates were 57 percent in urban and 38
percent in rural in 1978; 52 percent in urban area and 44 percent in rural in 1981.

The highest aborted women’s rate was between the ages of 35-39. During 1971-1978, it
showed an upward moving trend: 38 percent in 1971, 43 percent in 1973, 50 percent in 1976
and 62 percent in 1978. However, the highest rate was shifted to the age group of 40-44, and
the rate was 66 percent.

Abortion rate per 100 woman per year was 10.2 percent in 1981 and 7.2 percent in 1983. Age
specific rates of aborted women reached a peak in the 25-29 age group: 14.2 percent in 1981
and 11.1 percent in 1983.

The total marital abortion rate had sharply increased from 0.7 in 1963 to 1.2 in 1968 and 2.9
in 1978. However, it dropped from 2.7 in 1981 to 1.8 in 1983. Age specific abortion rate
reached a peak in the 25-29 age group during 1981-1983: 158 in 1981 and 122 in 1983.

*

Senior Researcher, KIPH.

** Programmer, KIPH.
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