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Determinants of Welfare Attitudes:
A Focus on Perceptions of Current and Future Inequality Levels
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Abstract

This study explores determinants influencing welfare attitudes, with a focus on
perceptions of current and anticipated future levels of inequality. Using data from
the Korean Public Finance Panel Survey 2016~2021 (waves 9~14), panel analysis
was conducted, and a one-way fixed effect was chosen to estimate the effects. The
welfare attitudes under investigation can be broadly conceptualized as follows: 1)
acceptance of welfare policies; 2) attitudes toward universal welfare provision; 3)
views on government responsibility to reduce differences in income levels; and
4) willingness to accept fiscal expansion. The results show that those who perceive
the current level of societal inequality as high are more accepting of welfare policies.
They also recognize the need for targeted concentration of welfare benefits on
socially vulnerable groups and tend to believe in the government's significant
responsibility in alleviating inequality. As for perceptions of future inequality levels,
a positive relationship was confirmed with perceptions of the government's
responsibility. This study offers insights into the factors influencing welfare attitudes
over multiple time points, focusing not only on the present but also on perceptions

of future inequality levels.

Keywords: Welfare Attitude, Welfare Perception, Perceptions of Inequality, Panel
Analysis, Korean Public Finance Panel Survey
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