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Abstract

Developing Index on Population Dynamics and
Categorizing Demographic Policy Issues at Regional
Level

Project Head: Lee, Sang-lim

Regional population crises such as aging and population de-
cline recently have been emerging as very serious social and
policy issues, but population indicators showing the local pop-
ulation situation are being used without demographic and pop-
ulation-geographic understandings. The purpose of this study
is to develop various demographic indicators describing the
demographic situation, analyze the relationship between them,
and categorize demographic crises at regional level.

The analysis results show that young-population migration is
a key factor generating a disparities in population size, age
structure, and even fertility between regions. Furthermore, the
map of the population status of the region shows that there is a
uni-direction population change, de facto polarization in Korea,
consisting of two extreme groups: population gaining young
areas and ‘population losing aged areas’.

Based on these findings, this study proposes policies that
help local population crisis-responding capabilities and con-

tinuous monitoring of regional population dynamics. In order to

Co-Researchers: Oh, Shinhwee



cope with the population aging and depopulation at regional
level, the transition from population policy to a ‘demographic
strategy in which mitigation and adaptation strategies are in-

tegrated is required.

Keyword : demographic index; population dynamics at local level; local
demographic strategy
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