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The Current Status of Housing Construction
and Residential Environment
in North Korea

Park Hee-Jin

(Dongguk Univ. Institute for North Korean Studies, Research Professor)

This study examines recent changes in the housing and residential environment in North
Korea and explores whether these changes mean increased separation of social classes. The
Kim Jung-un government in North Korea has overcome all at once the financial difficulties
they had in the 90's and attempts to achieve ‘economic improvement’ with scientific
technology and promotes the constructionsector as a pump-priming policy. However, the
North Korean government’s policy to boost the construction business has brought both
positive and negative impacts on the residents. For the positive impact, the residents who
have their right to their own homes’ are encouraged to change their own living space, while
the negative impact is that there have been disparities in the living environment between
groups of people as ‘housing has become commercialized.” Therefore, this study aims to
discover how North Koreans with home ownership are taken to decorating their homes on
their own and takes a look at how changes in their residential and living environment have

taken place, giving rise to social disparities.
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