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Women’s Experiences of Digital Sexual Violence in Dating

Relationships

Kim, Jihyun' | Chun, JongSerl'

" Ewha Womans University

Abstract

This study was aimed at understanding the process and context in which women
experience digital sexual violence dating relationships. For this study, we employed
a generic qualitative approach to in-depth interviews. We grouped women’s
experiences of digital sexual violence in dating relationships into several types:
‘coerced acceptance’, ‘self-awareness and the beginning of resistance’, ‘acting out in
resistance and ensuing frustration’, ‘giving up resistance’ and ‘resurgence of
self-awareness’. Victims of digital sexual violence, through the continued circulation
of videos, images and texts concerning them, become publicly stigmatized in the
offline world and suffer lasting damage. The experience of digital sexual violence
in dating relationships is regarded as gender-based violence committed through the
power shift from personal level to social level. In this context, the suggestions have
been made such as the prevention training from digital sexual violence in the gender
based aspect, the campaign for the change of the social awareness of digital sexual
violence, the necessity of training the specialized counselors for emergency supports
for the victims by digital sexual violence and the installment of comprehensive
support center and the establishment of integrated online platform to erase and

manage the videos of victims by digital sexual violence.

Keywords: Digital Sexual Violence, Victimization Experience, Dating Relationship,
Qualitative Research




