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Fig. 1. Age Specific Induced Abortion Rates in Seoul for 1977-1978
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10) Sung-bong Hong, Induced Abortion in Seoul, Korea, Tong-A Publishing Co., Seoul, 1966.
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Table 1. Estimated Number of Induced Abortions by Single Age & Age Specific Induced Abortion
Rates per Year in Seoul for 1977-1978*

Estimated Numbers Estimated Female Age Specific
of Induced Abortion/ Population of Seoul Induced Abortion
Age yr (A) in 1978 (B) Ratesi(c) (A/B)
17 1440 108230 13
18 3839 119553 32
19 10557 116233 91
20 26392 111494 i 237
21 39348 105108 374
22 52304 100840 519
23 37909 93117 407
24 35509 76513 464
25 30711 73799 416
26 26872 74066 363
27 29271 67390 434
28 14876 67316 221
29 19674 68696 286
30 12956 69183 187
31 25912 63816 406
32 : 19674 53600 367
33 ‘ 11516 47006 245
34 10077 48425 208
.35 : 11516 oo 48582 237
36 . 11037 49955 221
37 : 10557 50575 209
38 9597 46761 205
39 8637 ' 44346 195
40 6238 43445 144
41 4319 40286 107
42 3839 40573 95
43 1919 : 36104 53
44 . : 1440 33788 43
45 : 1440 33362 43
47 480 30,000 16
Total 479,856 19621,162 245

* For single age 15, 16, 46, 48, & 49, no abortion was reported in the study. Accordingly

population and estimated numbers of induced abortion for those age groups were excluded.
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Fig. 2. Comparison of Age Specific Induced Abortion Rates
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u(AbAstract')
Recent Changes
in Age- Spec1f1c Induced Abortlon Rates

‘”'by Sung Bong Hong i'

In duced abortion has been steadlly 1ncreas1ng Accordlng to “the 1976 Fertlhty
Survey“ _annual induced abortion was estimated over half mllhon for 1975 with
estlmated blrth averted 280 ,000. “The 1978 Famrly Plannmg Practice Survey”
estlmated lnduced abortlon about 830,000 in 1977. Although some has ‘wishfully
predlcted the slowdown in practlce of induced abortion in view of the rising practice
of . contraceptlon and sterilization, in reality the induced abortion has never been
stalled in 1ts upward trend ’ » ;

A survey of provxders conducted by author produced some addltlonal in formatlon
so far not ehclted by client’s surveys They main dlfference between these two ap-
proaches namely, prov1der s and chent’s survey are flrstly provision of the detalled .
medlcal mformatlon by the former of Whlch a paper has been previously published
and secondly the former approach has covered full range of human reproductive
phenomenon reflected on induced abortion regardless of pre.and post marital or
extra and intra marltal status, whereas the latter approach is doomed to be limited to
the mformatlon on abortlon during the marital phase of fertlhty, though a recent
cllent s survey has dlsclosed premarital conception rising to 20 percent among married
women in Korea. This paper is focussed to review the induced abortion rates resulted
from the provider’s survey conducted durmg the period from March, 1979 to. May,
1979 w1th other earlier data : -

| Method, Results, and ;Comrnents

1. An estlmate of number of induced abortlon by age.

. For -the -estimated .number of induced. abortion by age in Seoul. for 1977 78 the
estimated number of induced -abortion ‘in 1977-78 was produced . by the previous
survey by author which lacked, however, the data on the ages of abortees. Subsequent
reinterviews of 200 providers sampled by weighing their work volume per month
were conducted during the period of two months from March, 1979 to May, 1979 in
which each provider was requested to render the data on age and parity of five
consecutive cases of abortees in prospective fashion, enabled to collect 1,000 cases in
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total. This information produced age distribution of 1,000 abortees. The estimated
number of induced abortion by age in Seoul for 1977-78 was thus produced.

2. Estimate of population of women by age in Seoul for 1977-1978

Due to the lack of data on population of women by age in Seoul for 1977-78, an
estimated population was projected from 1975 Census data. The recent population
in Seoul is probably different in age compositions due to in-migration of young age
groups seeking job opportunity in metropolitan area, but it unfortunately failed to
manipulate for that factor in the estimate.

3. Age-specific induced abortion rates in Seoul for 1977-1978

Age-specific induced abortion rates in Seoul for 1977-78 was estimated, utilizing

the figures derived from the foregoing estimates. However, there is disjunctures in
times of actual observation and of estimation of figures; about 1 year and 3 months
for age distribution of abortees and about 7 months for population of women in
Seoul.
- As illustrated in Fig. 1, age-specific induced abortion rates peaks at age 22, 519
per 1,000 women and maintains over 400 up to age of 27, except for age 26 with
slight dip. The rates fall for 8 years between age 28 and 30 taking up again at age 31
and 32. The rate for age 33 and thereafter is gradually tapering off. Similar rates
derived from the previous two client’s surveys, one in 1964 in Seoul by author and
another in 1976 in three large cities (Seoul Pusan and Taegu) by KIFP are shown in
Fig. 2; with the author’s figure.

- In comparison of two client’s surveys in 1964 and 1975, there is 51m11ar1ty in rates
for age 15-29, though the time lapses more than a decade between two surveys. The
rate for age 30-34 shows rising trend in recent years, whereas the figures for age 35-39
once higher a decade ago reduced sharply in the recent survey. This changing trend
appears mainly due to the regular contraceptive use among wives in late 30s with
completion of their family size resulting in reduced need for induced abortion. This
trend is also noted in rates from the provider’s survey in which rates for all ages are
higher in general than the data of client’s survey. The conspicuous difference in
provider’s and client’s data is the enormous gaps of induced abortion rates for 20s,
which has been unexposed probably due to client’s reticence on earlier experience of
induced abortion. The fact that nearly one-half of induced abortions in Seoul is
reported from the provide women as reported in the previous paper arouses attention
toward urgent need of sex education for the Korean youths.
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