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Registration Status
(Boéun-Gun, Chungbuk Province)

Event Registered Nonregistered Unknown
Births (2,198) 1,632 435 131
Deaths( 358) 192 153 ) 13
Total (2, 556) 1,824 588 144

g RE FEHRERA A-&= Kol =

Confirmation Card for Civil Records

Name Head of |Permanent | Present Occurrence |Registration
Event (event) household address address |date of event date Note
a N (2] 3] (4] (61~ (61 [7] (8l
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Difference between the Actual Date of Occurrence and the Occurrence Date Recorded in

Table 1.
the Civil Records for Birth, 1972
‘ (Boeun-Gun, Chungbuk Province)-
. Difference V
Permanent address* Total —
Same date within-6 mos 7—12 mos 13 mos or more
Same to present address 100(1, 395) 33.7% 28.3% 29.8% 8.3%
Different from present -
address 100¢ 237) 43.9% 17.3% 29.5% 9.3%
Total 100(1, 632) 35.2% 26.7% 29.7% 8.5%

* *There are two types of address, Preseat address and permanent address, in Korea, Each
person has these addresses. vital registnation shouldbe made at the permanent address.
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Table 2. Difference betwcen the Actual Date of Occurrence and the Occurrence Date Recorded in
the Civil Records for Deaths, 1972

(Boeun-Gun, Chungbuk Province)

Permanent address Total Same date within-6 mos 7-12 mos 13 mos or more
Same to present address 100(175) 18.9% 40.6% 21.7% 18.9%
Different from present

address 100( 17)* — — - -
Total  100(192) 18.8 a2 20.8 193

* Meaningless because of low frequency
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Table 3. Percent Distribution of Occurrence
Year Recorded in the Civil Records
among Births Occurring in 1972
(Boeun-Gun, Chungbuk Provmce)

Total 1972 1973 1974

100(1, 632) 58.8% 39.4% 1.8%
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Table 4. Percent Distribution of Qccurrence
Year Recorded in the Civil Records
by the Actual Date of Occurrence
of Deaths in 1972

(Boeun-Gun, Chungbuk Province)

Total 1972 1973 1974

100(192) 48.4% 42.2% 9.4%
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Table 5. Difference between the Date of Registration and\ the Occurrence Date Reéorded in the

Civil Records for Births in 1972

(Boeun-Gun, Chungbuk Province)

Difference
Permanent address Total within legal period* ——
within 6 mos 7-12mos 13 mos or more
Same to present address 100(1, 395) 69.5% 13% 8.3% 9.1%
Different from present
address 100( 237) 54.4 16.9 14.8 13.9
Total 100(1, 632) 67.3 13.6 9.3 9.8

* within 14 days
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Table 6. Difference between the Date of Registration and Occurrence Date Recorded in the Civil

Records for Deaths, 1972 )
(Boeun-Gun Chungbuk Province)

Difference
Permanent address Total Within legal period* -
Within-6 mos 7-12mos 13 mos or more
Same to present address 100(175) 84.6% 12.6% 2.3% 6%
Different from present )
address 100( 17)** — — — —
Total 100(192) 83.3 13.5 2.1 1.0

* Within 10 days

** Meaningless because of low frequencies
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Table 7. Difference between the Occurrence Date Recorded in the Civil Records and Date

of Registration by Age at Deaths, 1972 (Boeun-Gun Chungbuk Province)
Diff
Age at death Total Within legal period 1ierence
~ Within-6 mos 7-12 mos 13 mos or more
0—39 100( 37) 78.4% 21.6% — -
40—59 100( 41) 82.9 17.1 — -
60+ +100(102) 86.3 10.8 2.9 2.0
Total 100(180) 82.8 14.4 1.7 1.1
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Table 8. Period between Date of Registration and the Occurrence Date Recorded in the Civil

Records by Year for Births Occurring in 1972 (Boeun-Gun, Chungbuk Province)
Occurrence year recorded Total  Within le . Difference
L R gal period*
in Civil Record Within 6 mos 7-12mos 13 mos or more
1972 100(960) 52.3% 17.1% 14.6% 15.9%
1973 100(643) 88.6 8.6 1.7 .3
1974 100( 29) 93.1 6.9 - —

* Within 14 days

Table 9. Period between Date of Registration and the Occurrence Date Recorded in the Civil

Records by Year for Deaths Qccurring in 1972 (Boeun-Gun Chungbuk Provnice)
Diff
Occurillfncciiif’?écgfgorded Total Within legal period* rherence -
Within-6mos 7—I12mos 13mos or more
1972 100(93) . 76.3% 18.3% 3.2% 3.2%
1973 100(81) ’ 90.1 9.9 - —
1974 100(18) 88.9 11.1 - —

* Within 10 days
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Table 10. Period from Actual Date of Occurrence to the Date of Registration for Births, 1972
(Boeun-Gun, Chungbuk Province)

Permanent address Total Within 6 mos 7—12 mos 13 mos or more
Same to present address 100(1, 395) 45.2% 33.2% 21.6%
Different from present ‘

address 100( 237) 33.8 36.7 29.5

Total 100(1, 632) 43.6 33.7 22.7
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Table 11. Period from Actual Date of Occurrence and the Date of Registration for Deaths

Occurring in 1972
(Boeun-Gun, Chungbuk Province)

Permanent address Total Within-6 mos 7-12 mos 13 mos or more
Same to present address 100(175) 57.2% 21.7% 21.1%
Different from present ’ i

address 100( 17) 58.8% 11.8 29.4

Total 100( 192) 57.3 20.8 21.9
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{Abstract)

Accuracy of Vital Data Derived from

Civil Registration in Rural Areas
by Jong Kwon Im

The present civil registration system has not produced good quality vital statistics in
Korea. This is due to a low level of registration, delayed registration, and lack of
accuracy. )

The paper studies the degree of accuracy of the occurrence date of vital events
registered in the civil records by determining differences between the actual date of
occurrence and the date recorded in the civil records, between the date of registration
and the occurrence date recorded in the civil records, and between the date of registr-
ation and the actual date of occurrence.

The data

An experimental project for promotion of vital registration was conducted in a rural
community, Boeun-Gun (county), Chungbuk Province in 1973-74. Before launching the
project, births and deaths occurring in 1972 were enumerated by means of a baseline
household survey. Second, all the events were compared with the civil records at the
registrar’s office for confirmation of registration.

The data is the registered events of births and deaths from thet matching as of the
end of October, 1974. A total of 1632 birth events and 192 death events were used for
the study.

Main findings

1. The proportion of concurrence of the actual date of occurrence and the date
recorded in the civil records was 35 percent of all registered births and 19 percent for
all deaths. ‘

2. Among the birth events actually occurring in 1972, 59 percent were recorded in
the civil records as occurring in 1972 and 41 percent as occurring in 1973 or 1974.

3. Among the death events actually occurring in 1972, 48 percent were recorded in
the civil records as occurring in 1972 and 52 percent as occurring in 1973 or 1974.

4. The data derived from civil records indicated that 67 percent of all birth events

* Researcher, KIFP



were registered within 14 days after their occurrence (the legal limit for birth
regsitration), and 83 percent of all death events were registered within 10 days after
their occurrence (the legal limit for death registration).

5. On the other hand, actual data from the household survey showed that 20 percent
of all birth events were registered within one month after birth and that for death
events, 32 percent were registered within one month after the occurrence.

Conclusions

There are several reasons for the poor quality vital statistics resulting from the
present civil registration system. These include a low level of registration and delayed
registration. Poor accuracy of vital data in the civil registration system as described
above is another cause of poor quality vital statistics in Korea.

An improvement in vital statistics will accompany prompt registration and a high
level of registration of vital events (births and deaths) and an increase in accuracy of
the date of occurrence recorded in the civil records. In order to improve accuracy, the
importance of entering the occurrence date in the legal record should be realized and
the lunar calendar should no longer be used for civil registration.

Additionally, the complicated procedures of registration necessary after passing the
legal limit of registration should be extended to permit the actual date of occurrence
to be recorded in the civil records in rural areas (about one or two months).



